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Bat init Breach of Christian Communion a- 
Ps 7 bn mog DPresbjterians in the North 


(noo of Ireland, was compos'd, and is 
Ul ORE now publiſh'd to the World, upon 
very melauctoly Occaſion. The caſe is this, On 
le ꝛ3d day of February 1723-24. the Lord's Suppe: 
ww alminiſtred by the Revd M.. Charles 
Maſterrown in his own Congregation in Belfalt : 
% Revd Brother M.. Samuel Haliday and 
| thought it became 1s to joyn in Communion 
ut that Congregation, and to exhort our Hear- 
bi to do the fume, Ie wrote a joynt Letter to 
1 Maiterrown on the 19th Day of that 
Wit) (2 Day obſerved. in his Congregation, as 
I reparatory Faſt before the Communion) ſignify- 
ou, Intention of communicatias with em, and 
ring him to give publick Notice from his Puli, 
ua we word give Tokens that Day in our ſe- 
wat Meeting-houſes to ſuch of our Hearers as 
Wnded to partake with them. He gave the pubs 
& Notice we defired, and a conſiderable Number 

A '2 1e 


IIS. Small Treatiſe, againſt the 
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Seſſion on the following Saturday, being the 22 of Febr. 


8 — — — 


received Tokens from our Hands. Me concluded from Wei 
this Step, that thoſe who allowed us to give Tokens tap ** 
others wou'd make no Difficulty of admitting ourſelves; i 
and therefore we were exceedingly ſurpriz'd at the 
Contents of a Letter wrote us by Mr. Maſtertown's 


(which we receiv'd not before Eight a clock that Night) 
aſſuring us, that many Members of their Congregation, Þ 
aud many from other Congregations who were to jon 
with them, thought they had good Reaſon not to joyn in 
Communion with thoſe Miniſters, who in their Judg* 
ments are againſt ſubſcribing to the Weſtminſter Con- 
feſſion of Faith as a Teſt of Orthodoxy, that our com- 
municating ou d be Matter of Stumbling and Offence 
to ſuch ; and therefore advis'd us not to part uke at 
that time, hoping that our Prudence and Charity wou'd 
direct us to exerciſe Forbearance ; to which they expec* 
ted our Anſwer that Night. Upon Peruſal of theſe 
Letters (for they ſent two Originals exattly the ſame, 
one to each of us) our Hearts were fil d with a. deep 
aud forrowful Senſe of the deplorable Conſequences,which 
were but too likely to follow from ſo manifeſt a Violatis 
on of the Royal Law of Love; we cou d not but be grieu d 
to fee ſo many going to the Lord stable in ſuch an un 
charitable Frame, making arbitrary Encloſures about YI.” 
the Table of our common Lord, and turning his inftitut- 
ed Seal of our Unity and Peace into a woful Engine of by 
Divifion and Diſcord, and it gave us Pain, to ſee them Wk 
Seſfron giving ſo much Countenance to ſuch a _—— 
Practical Error, as muſt effectually deſtroy the Peace, 

not of this Church only, but of all Chriſtian Churches, 
where ever it may happen to prevail; and therefore ur 
toy d not comply with their Advice; and wrote, that YI, 


Same Evening, a ſecond Letter to Mr. Maſtertown, 


acquainting hin with our Reſolution to communicate 


with him and hit Congregation next Day, unleſs — 


Þ FERPA . 
N eee vo 9 fi ; 
fem Aim bon apprize ut of their poſitive Reſolution 
K te Wk 15'; to which his Seffion return d an Anſwer - 
Ives; er Morning in a fecond Letter to us; wherein they 
t the t on their firſt Letter, for the Edification of a great 


wn's uy of their People and thoſe of other Congregations ; 
Febr. Wil were plead" to pronounce a'beavy an##ſevere Cen- 
bt) Ne upon us, if we ſbou d attempt to comme g 
tion, Wien, by calling ſuch an Attempt (in exp Has) 
jon In ATTEMPT TO DISBURB 


HE SOLEMN WORK THET 

E RE TO BE EMH O TED IN 
This we Jook'd upon as a pofitive Excluſion of us from, 
briftiau Communion with them at that nme; and 
berefore there Was no Room left for any farther At- 
pt on our part. The Reader wyll find true Copies 
f all theſe Letters, at the Bottom i this aud the fol- 
whees Ning Pages, which he is intreated to peruſe before 
theſe Ne proceed to the Remainder of this Preface, ® 


Some 
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Jatis LETTER 1. Te the Rev'd Mr. Charles Maſtertomm im 
109) 4 belfaſt. | 


un. R. PD. B. We intend (God willing) to joyn in Communi- 
bout en with you next Lord's Day, in the Participation of, 12 
iturs ds Supper in your Congregation; that being one 'Bys 
of ad one Body, we may not only cheriſh Brothtrly Love, 
tan to all, the other bleſſed Ends of that Holy Ordi- 
their unce: And we don't doubt but divers Members of our 
ron I Congregations will likewife defire the ſame Priviledge. And 
"ace Werefore we make it our Deſire, that du would pleaſe to 
„ aimate from your Pulpit the Day, that Tokens will be 
len, ate © deen : b Day 
; WE ured in our refpeftive Meeting Houſes this Day. 
e we echt after Sermon to ſuch as, deſign to parrake 
hat WP you, which will oblidge your affectionate . Brethren 


wn, dad Servants, ; | ES 
e 1. "Bop Fames Kirkpatrick, 
cate” , dia}, February 19. 17234. 2... ST] N 
his | ©, LETTER 
oy _ 
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| vi” PREFACE: *: 
Some ave plear'd io defend the ConduB - of Mz 

| Maſtertown's Seſſion, by alledging, that they did ut 
a 


LETTER Il. To the Rev'd Mr. Jane, ir garnet 
and Mr. Samuel Haliday. 


Belfaſt, Feby. 22. 1923-4 Rev'd Srs, We of this Seſſion 
had not Opportunity till now of anſwering yours of hſt 
| Weaneſury directed to our Rev'd Paſtor, which was read 
„ unto us and relates to your communicating with us 1 
Lord's Day, we hereby acquaint you that it is the Mind 
of this Seſſion that thoſe of your People that deſire to par 
take with us, and have receiv'd Tokens ſhall be admitted 
put as to your Communicating with us yourſelves it i 
our Humble Advice that you Foal not Partake with u 
. at this time, and we hope your Prudence and Charity 
* will direct you to exerciſe Forbearance upon this Occaſion 
j | _— hecauſe your Communicating with us, as you 2 l 
0 Stu 


yours, (we are well aſſur d) will be matter o mbling Co 
and Offence not only to many Members of our Congregation al 
| but to many from other Congregations who defign to joy it 
33 in Communion with us on this Occaſion, who think thal ito 
; they have good reaſon not to joyn in Communion with ot! 
| theſe Miniſters who in their Judgments are againſt Sub W. 
by, ſcribing to the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith as 4 Teſt o (by 
bi Orthodoxy. This is written by the Appointment of ths the 
Seſſion of the third Congregation of Belfaſt, and fubſcrivey | 
in their Names by SAMUEL CHALMERS Sill be 
Clerk. | | BY 
C Four Anſwer is expected this Night. n 
| A +. 
LETTER III. Belfaſt, Febr. 22d. 1723-4 R. DI Ni 
B. The Letters of your Seſſion to us (which we recerveag L 
about an Hour ago) were very ſurprizing. Their Advic =_ 
that we ſhould not Sartake of the Lord's Supper in you * 
Congregation is ſupported by any convincing Reaſon 
We hope that the Number of thoſe, who they ſcem 1 
think would be Stumbled at our Communicating Win 
you has been greatly magnified : but were it as great LI 
they imagine, it does not appear to us warrantable in Jo 
Seſhon to exclude thoſe whom by the Laws of the Co 4 
they are bound to receive in order to gratify the Hume s- 


ot thoſe, who thro? a very dgpgerous Miſtake are for rentin 


judi PREFACE n 
indially Exclude us from Communion, but only 
adviſe uu, for that time, to forbear it for the * 

| ut: ons 
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the Myſtical Body of Chrift, we think ourſelves entitlel 
to Communion with you not only by the 7 Charter, 
but alſo by the Rules of our Ecclelſtic emblies: We 
know no Church which has made Subfeription to the 
Weſtrainſter Confeſſion of Faith (far leſs being in judgment 


0 
Ur for the Impoſition of it as a Teſt of Orthodoxy)- a Term 


Uitred 


; it ig of Chriſtian Fellowſhip in the Lord's Supper. And we there- 
ith u fore hope that your Seſſion will not do it, nor call in Queſ- 
harry tion our Right to communicate when we are allowed to 
cao give Tokens to others. Having adviſed our Hearers to em- 


fed in brace this Opportunity of teſtifying their Charity to your 


mbling Congregation, and their Readineſs to hold Communion with 
gation all who in every place call on the Lord Jeſus; 
0 joy it might be matter of Offence, if we ourſelves ſnou d abſtain 
k tha tom the Performance of that Duty, in which, and in every 


with other good Work we ought to be Examples to the Flock. 
t Sub we alſo hope that our joyning together in Communion will 
eſt o (by the Bleſſing of God) have an happy Tendency to allay 
f. tha the preſent Animoſities. F 


But cho' for theſe Reaſons we demand it as our Right to 
be admitted; yet if your Seſſion ſignify to us by a Line this 
Night that they are determined to exclude us, in that caſe 
we will deſiſt at this time (and in chat caſe only) and then 
the Blame will not be chargeable on us. Your Anſwer this 
Night will determine our Conduct to Morrow: May the 
Lord dire& you and them, and grant you his gracious Preſence, 
We are your affectionate Brethren and Servants | | 
To the Rev'd Mr. Charles Maſtertown. © — F 
Fames Kirkpatrick. 


Samuel Haliday. 


LETTER IV. To the Revd Mr. Fame: irkpatrick and 
Mr, Samuel Halida y. 7 2 „ 


Belfaſt Febr. 23. 1723-4. Revi Sirs, In Anſwer to yours at 10 laſt 
Night, we are. ſtill gf the ame Opinion with our firſt 
Letter nd do INSIST upon it, intreat your. Forbear- 
ce 15 this time, as you value the Edification of a great 
many of our People and thoſe from other Cougregagons, 
doping you will not attempt to diſturb fuck 1 

2 7 Nen 


— $1 
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ſons contain d in their Letters. To this I ANSWER 


that my Brother Haliday and I did underſtand the; 4 

farst Letter as capable of that conſtruction, aud thereY 7 

fore in our ſecond Letter to Mr. M=mn, argued ag e 

N it only as againſt a bad Advice which we had no clea ; 
meſs to comply with 5 but their ſecond Letter can it 

nos admit of that Interpretation, without offering ma ., 

nifeſt violence to their words, and without Juppofing then «; 

| to have given an Anſwer which was nothing to the pur }. 

| poſe. For, they paſs acenſure on is, if weſhou:d attemp Y 

; 20 Communicate with em, by calling it an attempt „ 
. to diſturb the ſolemn Work they were to be em ;, 

ployed in. And cou d. they have ſaid more again. 

| any whom they debarred from the Lord table? ſpo dl }, 

i any Mun, whom we warn not to approach to that ſa | 

E cred Ordinance, beeauſe of his knows ſcantalous Life, ;; 

attempt to do it, we wou d charge him with diſturbig i i; 

li that Jolemn Work, and they haue us'd the very ſame WM | 
\ Terms in our caſe. Beſides, when ue had defiredl J 
„ them plainly to teſ us, whether they wou'd pofttiveh i U 


exclude us or u0, & afſur d them that nothing but an 1 

| exclufion plainly ſignified to us wou d keep us away,thiYM n 
= ought to have frankly told us their Mind; and if tie ¶ v 

N deſigu d uo more than an Advice, they ought to have WM is 

declared that tho they judg d it moſt Expedient that ¶ u 

Mi we ſhon'd forberr HVoluntarily, yet they cou d not in d 
1 Conſcience Debar us; and therefore, if we wou d ” 7 
g bona KO x 25 D 


e 


Work as we are now to be imployed in. This is written f ( 


by the Appointment of the Seſſion of the third Congrega- lu 
tion of Belfaſt, and ſubſcribed in their Names 7 


4 „ a 2 1 ; 3 ä al vt ; 
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PREFACE. ix 
nale their Advice, they wou d not pretend to hinder us. 
But inſtead of dealing candidiy by us, they write a 
Letter, which, compar d with ours to which it was a 
profeſſ"d Anſwer,was expreſs'd in Terms that ue cou'd 
uot but look upon as a plain Excluſion. Had they not Jhdg 'd 
it a great fault in us to approach to the Lord table, 
uA they have call d it an attempt to diſturb that 
ſolemn Work ? and can any Diſciple of Chris?, who 


of Cbriſt and in foro Ecclefiz (i. e. by the Rules accord» 
mg to which the Church ought to judge of any Man's title 
t communion) be guilty of diſtarbing the Work of 
the Lord, by his uſing the Right Chriſt has given 
him, and by his obeying the eommand of his Lord and 
Maſter ? furely he cannot. For to diſturb the Lords 
Wark, is a Sin; aud to obey Chriſt, is our ungqueſſi- 
mable Duty : It was reaſonable then for us to conclude, 
that thoſs who told us plainly thut our coming to the 
Lord's-ſupper uon d be a diſturbing of that ſolemn 
Work, uit believe that we had no Right to approach 
to that bleſſed Ordinance ; aud ther fore that their 
meaning was, that they uon d not allo us to do t; 
which i; as plain an Excluſion as the Church cum paſs 
in any Caſe. And we could not ſuppoſe em to mean 
therwiſe,wwithout ſuppoſing em to trifle or deal uncan- 
wdly with us, or that they did not underſtand the 
Terms of their own Letter. „ 
But this defence cannot be made for many Mem- 
ters of their Congregation and of other Congregations, 
whom their Letters plainly acknowledge to have broke 
Cbri tian communion with the Nonsſubſcribers ; and, 


Advice, it will not Juſtify their CondutF, if. I prove 
the Advice to have been bad and il Grounded ; This 


— 


hasa real title to Communion, both. in the udgment 


l*Pofing it to have been in the Sſſcon no mare than an 


darein d the Scheme I have purſu d 11 the . 
e e, gr en l 41. 
* 2 W 3 * 1 ' 4 


* 
* 
4 

[ 
| 
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8 fluence or allaying the preſent i Animoſities 


e 
whether the Nou-ſubſcribing Principle as held by us de 
a ſufficient cauſe for our being denied the priviledges 
of Chriſtian-communion ? this Queſtion 1 reſolve in 
the Nega'ive, which I prove by Arguments in my firſt 
Chapter, and vindicate from Objections made againſt 
it, in my ſecond Chapter. The ſecond Queſtion I hun- 
ale, ic Vive the Lawfulneſs of a voluntary Ab- 
Staining from Communion in either of the Parties, . 
Subſcribers or Non-ſubſcribers, in ſuch as have w 
Scruples themſelves, aud yet do it, and Adviſe others Ml | 


to do it for ſear of Offence, and jor promoting Edification 


in others; where Iſhow the Miſchief of ſuch Voluntary . 


Fc and of all Adpices to that pur | 
oJe. : 9985 n „ 0058 oN 7 
* Some, who are aſbam'd to undertake the defence of Ml | 
the Conduct either of the Seſſion, or the ſcrupulous Men- 4. 
bers who have broke Cominunion with us, do paliate i pa 
and exteuuate the Fault oj bot), by charging my Revd on 
Brother Haliday aud me with a Captions deſgu of MW © 
demanding Communion with them, as if we had fore MI en 


ſeen what happen d, and intended it only to blacken and n 
render our Neighbours Odious for refuſing it; and that 1 
we made and inſiſted on the Propoſal, not ſo much from rr 
a defire to be admitted, as from à deſign to lead them 
into a ſuare for rejecting us. 1 heartily pity-thoſe Ger. 


tlemen, who ave driven to ſuch poor ſhifts 10 excuſeMl 4 
their Friends. What Right have they to fit in FudgY , 


ment upon our Hearts, and to paſs a ſentence upon 
theſe ſecrets which are reſerved to the Judgment 0 
the great day? Have we not expreſiy declared th 
contrary in our Letters > wherein we profeſs'd a dt 
ſign, by our being one Bread and one Body, d 
cheriſhing Brotherly Love, and of attaining to al 
the other Ends of that bleſſed Ordinance, 4 
that our join: Communion might have an happy in 


Th 


gun and to their own Characters, if, inſtead of ar- 


e 
Theſe Gentlemen wou d do more ſervice both to R. 


yaignuug ou ſincerity, they wou'd endeavour to Con- 


vince therr Fraends of their miſtake, and teach em lei- 


ter Principles aud more Charity). 


* 


I hea, tily and fincerely forgive thoſe who have in- 
juriouſly denied me the Priviledges of Chriſtiau com- 
munon with em, and tho have done all that is in 
their Power to blafF my Miniſtry in a place where 
I bave exercis d it theſe ſeventeen Tears. I think m 
ſelf ablig d in Conſcience to detect their dangerous Er- 


ur; and therefore, in the Spirit of meekneſs, 1 do 
here publickly and ſolsmuly call upon them, and upon 


al who give into their meaſures, to peruſe Jerieuſly 


the SCRIPTURE-PLEA; and that no 


prejudices againſt the Author and the Cauſe I 
maintain ſhou'd hinder them from giving it a fair + 


Hearing, as they wou d approve themſelves to GOD, 
at the great day, to be men of fincerity and Im- 
partiality, who ought not to confine their reading to 


one (ide of 4 Queſtion, and . neg/ef# what is offered 
ir the other. 1write, to convince, and not to offend 


en; and therefore, when I charge abſurd Conſequences 
upon their nar o Principles ( as all fair diſputants 
muſt do againſt thoſe with whom they have any Con- 
troverſy) I do not intend to inſinuate, that they ſee 
and maintain theſe Conſequences : . 1 lelieu they 
ſcerely Abhor em, as much as I. | 

Rasten Neceſ- 


13 


Another Reaſon that renders this 


ſary, is, the care wuhich Pm oblig d to take of the Souls © 


under my Charge, into whoſe hands I put this little 
Ef 'y, as an Antidote againſt the growth of that 
Shiſ which took its firſt Riſe in this place. And J 
inpe that all my Rev'd Fathers and Brethren, and 
al their Congregations will remember that they kept 
c publick Faſt in November /aft to bewail our Di- 
vi int 


W; 


- : — ES, 


DF 


+ Wes rr 


viſions"; and that they © can't but bo ipon this: 
breath of ChriStian<communion,” again which 1 
ge,” as one of the bittereſt © Fruits 15 em; uu 
ftund iy a, unconcern d Spe ators, but 

exert 3 to the utmoſt uf their Power, of 
healing this diſmal Breach ; which, all wiſe and "mote 
rate Men foreſee, will (if it go's bu) mos? © effeftually\ 
expoſe the Tnteref? of Non«conformity to the Score 
and Derifion o thoſe who are watching jor tur 
Halting, nnd who and behind the Curtain, 
Blowing the Coal, hoping to fee both Partie, . 
periſh in the Flames of their unchriſtian Contenti- 
on. ' If our Synods are compoſed of Members, why 
bave not Charity enough to fis with one another 
at the Lord's Table, how can it be expetltd, 
that either they hou 2 cordially unite their Council. 
in promoting the Kingdom of our dear Redeemty, 
or that God fhou'd bleſs their Conſultations, or 
honbur their Aſſemblies with his gratious* Pre- 
fence? In order to reſtore their Peace and Cdn. 
fort, and to preſerve the Union of our Synodicad 
Aociation, which too 7 are now attempting 
to breake, I have © publi'd this Scripture-Plea 
againſt a Breach of Chriſtian Communion 
amongſt ut; enrnefily wiſhing that this" poor Efſty 
may, by the Bleſſing of God, be a Meant of encren 
ling the Brother Love of both” Sabſcribers * ond 
Nofrſubſcribers "t0utards one another; and of tum 
uincing thoſe, oho baue mg o Communion and 
Peace, of the Error of-thair Way. * © | 


war CHA 8 


tie) re Arguments demonſtrating the Right of Nbus 
iti WM Subſcribers to Fellowſhip with their Chriftian Bre- 
who" ren in the Lord s- Supper, to which is prefixt the 
ther ate of the Queſtion. 


ed, „ | | 
18 of, d dd E hs Bs l d of os ole os oe 
xcils 855 35 95 555 88883898 88885 825 858355858 8888888888 
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17 OR Stating the Queſtion to be debated in 
5 7 ; . ; 
pre- theſe Sheets, tis neceſſary to acquaint the 
m Reader, that in a General Synod of Pres- 


len tian Miniſters and Elders met in Belfaſt, in 
| ue 172 1. A Motion was made, that all the 
pe der of the Sunod who were willing to Subſcribe 


gien Veſtminſter-Confeſſion of Faith, accordmg to 
2 Terms of the pacific Act might be allowed by the 


mid to do it, This occaſion'd a long and warm 


cren- ; | | 
ene; one Party mov'd for the Adjournment 
un FI i , . 1 . % 
te Debate, and the other inſiſted on putting 
con "x; k EE KI. * 
d Geſtion on the Motion. The Majority re- 


5d to Adjourn the debate, put and carried the 
un Queſtion in the Affirmative; and in purſu- 
Ie of that Reſolution Subſcrib'd this Formula: 
Reſerving to ourſelves the Benefit of the. paci- 
146M © 48, we do believe the Vefimmſter- Confeſſi⸗ 
v of Faith to be founded on the Word of God; 
au therefore as fuch by this our Subſcription 
e on the {aid Confeſſion to be the Confeſſſ. 
8 — On 


5 - 
” #Þ — 


* 
28 
3 
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Miniſtry who is ready and willing to give Sat 


MAN Members of our Congregation, b 


: Non-Subſcription, no jut 
** on of our Faith.” Divers Miniſters did nei 
ther then nor ſince make the voluntary Subſcr; 
tion to which that Reſolution refers; who ar 
therefore commonly call'd Non: ſubſcribers; ani 
thole who Subſcrib'd are Term'd Subſcriber; 
whether it was expedient to make or to declin 
that voluntary Subſcription, is not the preſe: 
Queſtion. | 

ALL the Non-Subſcribers maintain, th: 
tho by the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt, Miniſters oug 
not to Ordain any Man to the Office of the Ht 
ly Miniſtry, of whoſe ſoundneſs in the Fait 
they have not Satisfactory Evidence, nor th 
Church to receive ſuch an one; yet that Chtij 
hath not Empower'd his Church to Judge tha 
Subſcription to the Meſtminſte.-Confeſſion is t 
ON L Satisfactory evidence of a Man's Sount 
neſs in the Faith; and to exclude one from t 


— 


factory Evidence of it another Way, meerly f 
his not Subſcribing the Mieſtminſter-Confſi 
Whether this Principle of theirs be juſt and Tru 
is not the preſent Queſtion. Neither ſhall Id 
bate in this Paper, whether this Principle wi 
juſtify any Man in his forſaking the Miniſtry ( 
thoſe who hold it. | 
BUT thc true State of the Queſtion is to 
xt from a Paragraph of a Letter of Mr. Mag 
town's Seſſion to Mr. Haliday and me, which hal 
Tranſcrib'd in the Preface. In that Letter tg 
Tay, © Your communicating with us as you pry 
* pos'd in yours (we are well aſſur d) will 9 
* matter of Stumbling and Offence, not only 4 


to many from other Congregations, who 4 
munion with us 00." 
63 occaſio 7 


L 


' 


a 


Cauſe for Non-Communion; 3 al 
* occaſion 3 who think, that they have good 4 
KReaſon not to joyn in Communion with thoſe 'Y 


id nei 
bſcri 
ho ar 


5: an Minitters, who in their Judgments are againſt | 
-Yibers ' Subſcribing to the Weſtminster-Confeſſion of | 
declin Faith as a Teit ot Orthodoxy.” The debate 


[es between me and them and with all who are [ 


preſenW'5 de | 
of their Sentiments, who think they have good. 


„ than not to joyn ix Communioz: (in the Lord's 
ouglivpper, for that was what we were demanding } 
he Hb theſe Minifters, who in their Judgments are as 


> Fait 
or ti 
 Chrif 
ze th 
is t 


gung Subſcrbing, &c. By our being in Judgment 
wainſt Subſcribing the H/eftminſter-Confeſſion as a 
Teſt of Orthodoxy, they muſt mean, that we are 
n Judgment againſt the excluſion of a Candi- 
late, who has a Regular call to the Miniſtry, 


SounMofers a Satisfactory evidence of his Orthodoxy, 
»m id has all the Goſpel-Qualifications of a Faith- 
> Sati al Paſtor, meerly. for his not Subſcribing the 


erly M eeminſter-Confeſſion; and that we ourſelves 
ea vou d not Subſcribe it, if it were impos'd on 
Tru sas a Teſt of Orthodoxy. The true State of 
1 1 die Queſtion is this, whether the Proteſtant Difſen- 


le wl 
iſtry ( 


ters in the North of Ireland have good reaſon not to 
mn in Communion in the Lord's- Supper with thoſe 
Miniſters who are in their Judgments againſt Sub- 
ſoibing the Weſtminſter-Confeſſion as a Teſt of Or- 
thadoxy, meerly for their holding that Principle and 
ſr no other Cauſe? Of this Queſtion the Affirma- 


s toll 
Maſi 
1 Tha 


* 


er tha tire is maintain'd by thoſe with whom I have 
Ju pre ts Controverſy ; and the Negative by me: In 
* doof of it, I humbly offer theſe Arguments, 
only 

0, 0 ARGUMENT I. b 
10 de | 

on tig NO Chriſtian ought to be excluded from the 
-alt0 lord's-Supper meerly for his holding a Principle 


B 2 which 


5 Nou-Subjcription, no juſt 
which do's not render him uncapable of any or 
of the ends of that Holy Ordinance, and whic 
do's not prove him to want ſome neceſſary Qua 
lification requir d by the Laws of the Goſpel | 
worthy Communicants. . 
BUT the Frinciple of the Non-Subſcribin 
Miniſters renders none of em uncapable of anf 
one end of the Lord's-Supper, and is no prod 
of their want of any one Qualification mad 
neceflary by the Golpel in worthy Commun 
cants; THEREFORE they ought not td 
be excluded from Communion meerly for theif 
holding that Principle. 
NO poſſible Anſwer can be made to this At 

ument but by denying either one or both of tlg 
Premilles ; and therefore I ſhall prove then 
both. The firſt Propoſition is proy'd from thif 
certain Principle, that a Chriſtian who is Capay 
ble of all the ends of the Lord's-Supper, and 
who has all the neceſſary Qualifications requit'd 
by the Laws of the Go'pe} in worthy Commu 
nicants, ought not for any Cauſe or upon ai 
pretence whatſoever to be excluded from it, and 
therefore not for his holding a Principle which ig 
conſiſtent with it's Goſpel ends and Conditions] 
The Truth of this Principle will appear from 
the manifeſt and Groſs Abſurdities which muil] 
follow upon the denial of it: To ſet them in 4 
clear Light, let us briefly conſider the Golpell 
ends of the Lord's-Supper, and rhe Goſpel-Quay 
lifications of worthy Communicants. wr 
THE ends defign'd by our Bleſſed Redeem'y 
er in the Inſtitution of His Supper, were theſe: 
To be a Perpetual Memorial of his Death and 
Sufferings; to be an open and Solemn Profeſfion 


of the Chriſtian Religion; to be a viſible SY 1 
2 | 0 ' , a ö 4 | t þ 
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Cauſe for Non-Communioa: 8 
yon de New Covenant, wherein His Diſciples do rey 
which pcar their Baptiſmal vows, and have a repeated 
Qui Laing evidence of the Remiſſion of all their 
pel i Sins, and of all the other Bleſſings of the Ever- 

ating Covenant; and, laſtly, to be à Solemn 
ribinÞ idle Badge and Seal of the Union and Commu- 
f anfW non of all the Members of Chriſt's Myſtical Bo- 


proof d, who being many are one Bread, and one Body: 


mad F, they are all Partakers of that one Bread. 
mu} T H E Qualifications the Goſpel requires in 
ot u worthy Communicants, are theſe : Know- 
cheily rege to diſcern the Lord's Body. Faith, Repent- 
ace, an Ardent Love to God, a moſt fincere 
is A Love of our Bleſſed Saviour, fervent Charity to 
of th il! ho bear his Image and are his Diſciples, an 
then Univerſal Love of our Neighbours, a Chriſtian 
n th Spirit of Forgiveneſs, an Holy Life, Actual and 
Capall Explicit Covenanting with God in and thorough 
. auch the Mediator Jeſus Chriſt by the Gracious aſſiſts 
quit Face of his Eternal Spirit; together with nes 
mmuz ceſary Selt-Examination, fervent Prayer, and 
n aich Pious devout Medications as are ſutable to 
t, auc tie Nature and deſign of that Sacred Goſpel: 

ich 1 Feast. 
itions , T HE Miniſter who is capable of anſwering 
from Ends, and who has al theſe Qualificati- 
1 mut "Ms, muſt not only be a Truly ſincere Chriſtian, 
n in 48nd Man of a Regular Converſation, but in a 
Jolpell Pod Religious Frame for this ſolemn Ordinance; 
(Qua WM ititled co the Favour of God and the Remiſſi- 
aof all his Sins, an Heir of Glory; and, in 4 
deem Wl Vord, a Man to whom all the Promiſes of the 
theſe 1 bolpel and all the Bleſſings of the New Covenant 
h and} 0 truly belong: If ſuch a Man may be exclude 
feſfionſ u from che Lord*s-Supper, I wou'd fain know: 
Seal ol If what Rule any Chriſtian ſhall be able tg 
the 1 know 
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6 Non: ſulſcription, no just 

know whether he himſelf be entitled to Com- 
munion, or which of his fellow Chriſtians are 
entitled to Communion with him; which are 
Points of great Importance for directing our 
Chriſtian Practice ; and therefore that principle 
which ſhakes and unſettles the Faith and Com- 
fort of Chriſtians in theſe matters muſt be a! 
dangerous Miſtake, It a Miniſter or any o- 
ther Chriſtian, to whom the Character I have 
been deſcribing do's belong, may be for ay 
Cauſe or any Pretence whatſoever excluded from | 
the Lord's-ſapper, then theſe T w o manifeſt 
abſurdities will undoubtedly follow. 
 Fixsr, It will follow, that Chriſtians may | 
exclude from their Communion thoſe Miniſters} 
whom theFaTtHeR SON and Holy Ghost 
(in whoſe ſacred Name they were Baptiz d) 
do graciouſly receive into a molt intimate Com- 
munion upon Earth, and will bleſs with an} 
Everlaſting Glorious Communion in the Joys | 
of Heaven ; whoie —_— are all Pardon'd, ! 
who are Juſtified by Faith in the Blood of Ml * 
Chriſt ; who are partakers of the Spirit of A- 
doption, whereby they become the Sons of 
GOD; and if Hes then Heirs, Heirs of GOD © 
and joint-heirs with Chriſt; who are more that} 
conguerers thro him that hath loved them, and 
waſh'd them ſrom their Sins in his own Blood, aud | 
made them Kings and Priaſts unto GOD and h 
Father ; to whom belong the ineſtimable Blel- 
ſings of the Love of GOD, the grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the Communion of the Holy Chet; 
with whom the great Jehovah hath made any 
everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all things and ſure, 
which is all their Salvation and all their Des; 


who are all Baptized by one ſpirit into oue * ; | 
0 
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Cauſe for Non communion. | 
whoſe are all things, whether Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas,, or the world, or Life, or Death, or Things 


preſent, or Things to come, all are theirs, aud they 


are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is GOD's. | 
am perſuaded, no Miniſter or Chriſtian 
whatſoever, is capable of all the inſtituted 
Ends of the Holy Communion, or qualified 
to be a worthy Communicant, of whom all theſe 
Glorious things I have now mentioned may not 
be truly ſaid, tho* perhaps he may not always 
enjoy the comlortable Senſe of theſe Heavenly 
Priviiedges : And therefore it well becomes 
Chriſtians ro conſider ſeriouſly how they will An- 
ſwer it to GOD and their own Conſciences, 
ſhou'd they dare to exclude any one of them 
from their Communion. I beg that, for their 
own ſakes, they may put the following Queſti- 
ons to their own Hearts, and think of ſuch deli- 
berate and ſolid Anſwers to them as may ſtand 
the Teſt of Chriſt's righteous Judgment At the 
Great Day. © Are not theſe Miniſters whom 1 
am excluding from the Lord's-ſupper, entit- 
* led bythe Goſpel- charter to all the Bleſſings re- 
© preſented ſealed & applied to worthy Communi- 
© cants ? are not they qualified for all the Spiritual 
* Devotion & Services in cumbent on the worthy 
* Partakers of the Lord's- table ? Did not our 
* Blefſed Saviour inſtitute his Supper for the 
© Benefit of ſuch qualified and worthy Commu- 
g nicants ? Has he not Invited and Command- 
; ed every one of them to Partake, and faid to 
g them all, do this in Remembrance of me? with 
_ What Juſtice can I imagine, that Chriſt ſhould 
. $1ve a Right to theſe Miniſters to Communi- 
„ cate, and a directly oppoſite Right to their 
. £6. 0w-chriltians, that is, a Right to their 
Fellow 


oo COT AE OA ot, eee Peres we nee: Ee 
y 4 oy * 


» Nor- ſabſcription, no juf? 


*.what their Great Lord and Maſter hatch Mt 
-* Commanded them to do? or, that he ſhou'd Ml? 
convey to me an Arbitrary Power of denying 
the External Token and Seal of Communton 
to thoſe whom he hath made Candidates 6f 
a Crown of Glory, and partakers of a Divine 
Nature: | 
If theſe Miniſters in holding, and acting it 
purſuance of their Principle, have ſinned againk M1 
GOD; we muſt at the ſame time ſuppofe that Ml [ 
this Sin is a Sin of Infirmiry and Ignorance ; . 
and ſeeing it is conſiſtent with their fincere Piet) | 
( 
, 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


and their being Juſtified by Faith, we muſt be- 

lieve that that very Sin of theirs is actually Par- 

don'd by our Gracious GOD; and vrhy ſhou'd 

any Man pretend to exclude them from Commu- i 
nion, for a Sin of Inſirmity, actually Pardoned f 
by him who died for the Remiſſion of Sins? Let f 
any Man ſho w, it he can, why thofe very terms up- Wt: 
on which an Holy GOD do's pardon our Sins, MI! 
are not ſufficievt to induce ſinful Creatures to M1 
let us joyn with them in the ſacramental Seal of M4 
that Roya] Pardon which the King of Saints ! 
hath Ratified and Confirmed under the great MW? 


# Seal of Heaven ? nt 
1 Secondly, It thoſe Miniſters J have been de-. {MW 
5 ſcribing may be 'awfally Excluded, it will fol- {W* 


low, that the Rules given us by the Inſpired MW 
Apoſtle, in the 14th. and 15th. Chapters of WW ( 
his Epiſtle to the Remans (concerning the Mu- Wit 
tual Chtiſtian Communion of the Jewiſh and MW? 
Gentile Converts with one another) are Imprac- Wn 
ticable and Uſeleſs; and that the Reaſons by M9 
which he ſupports em are not concluſive : Both, Wt 


which Conſequences are very Abſurd ; an Ne. 
WW | there" Wb 
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therefore that excluſive narrow Principle from 
which they follow muſt be ſo too 

The Gentile Chriſtians being inſtructed in the 
Nature of Chriſtian Liberty, and ſeeing that the 
Ceremonial Law was aboltfh'd; did not obſerve 
is Rites and Uſages; they were the ſtrong, 


1nd the Jewiſh Chriſtians were ſo weak as to be- 


lere the Ceremonial Law to be ſtill Obligatory. 
Theſe Parties Quarre!'d with one another; the 


ſrng deſpis*d the weak, and the weak judg d the 
ng: and Matters were carried ſo high on both 


dides, that they were juſt on the point of a fatal 
Rupture, and ready to exclude one another from 
Chriſtian Communion in the Lord'sſupper. The 
Apoltle interpoſeth, with Directions for prevents 
ing that diſmal Breach their unchriſtian Animo- 
ſities were leading em tO ; addreſſing himſelf 
ſometimes to the one Party, ſometimes 
to the other, and ſometimes to both Foint- 
ly- The ſtrong are enjoiu'd (Chap. xiv. 1.) 
To reteive him that is weak in the Faith, but not to 
doubtful Diſputations, and (Chap. xv. 1.) To bear 
the infirmities of the Weak, and not to-pleaſe themſeliess 
andareforbid (Chap. 14.3.) todeſpiſethe weak; and 
the weak (ibid.) are caution'd againſt judging the 


long. The ſame directions are given to both - 


Parties, who are mutually enjoyn'd to rective one 
anther, as Chriſt alſo received us, to the Glory of God, 
(Chap. «v. 7.) and mutually diſcharg'd from 


- 


Judging one another any more, and from ſetting ' at 


Wuzht their Brethren Chap. xiv. io, 12.) ; which 
mult concern them both, becauſe they were e- 
Uual'y Brethren, and equally the Servants of ano- 
er Miſter. The evident meaning of theſe Pre- 
&pts is this; thst neither Party ſhou'd fix. any 
brand of Infamy nor mark of Reptoach upon the 

C other, 


rr, 


nien 


10 Nou-ſubſcription, no juft 
other, that neither Party ſhou d raſhly and uncharit 
tably Cenſure the other, as if they were not theit 
Chriſtian Brethren nor Servants of their common 
Lord; that they ſhou'd not fit in Judgment u- 
pon one another's Conſciences ; and that they 
ought cheerfully and frankly to Receive one 2. 
nother into Chriſtian-communion, notwithſtand- 
ing of the remaining Difference in Judgment 


and Practice amongſt em about the Points in 


Debate. 

Theſe Inſpired Precepts, confider'd in this 
Light, are of great Uſe to the Church in all 
Ages, for reſtraining them from a Breach of 
Communion upon any Difterence in Judgment 


and Practiſe that will not warrant it, and for! 


ſettling the juſt Extent of that truly Catholick 
and Chriſtian Communion, which the Goſpel 
fo. warmly recommends. But how ſhall they 
be Applied, ſo as to be ſubſervient to theſe no- 
ble Goſpel-Ends ? Surely, they will be of very 
little Uſe, it Chriſtians may refuſe Communi- 
on to thoſe Miniiters of the Goſpel who are 
Capable of all the Ends of the Sacrament, 
and who have all the Goſpel-Qualifications of 
worthy Communicants. For if we enquire in 


to the Reaſons why the Apoſtle requires the 


gontenCing Parties to hold mutual Communion 
with one another, we will find the Subſtance 
of them reducible to this one general Head, 
v. becauſe each Party was capable of all the 


Ends of the Sacrament, and had all the Gol-} 
pel-Qualifications of worthy Communicants 3 | 


and that there was ſo much credible Evidence 


of this, as made it highly Criminal in eithet 


Party to judge otherwiſe of their Brethren | 


Cauſe for Non-Communion, Tt 
aria and that ſuch a judgment was proper only 
heir for Chriſt to make, who will juͤdge of the 
non dincerity or Inſincerity of all Men's Hearts 
tun che Great Day. If this be the Reaſon 
hey sven by the Inſpired Apoſtle (as I ſhall preſent- 
e prove it was) for the joynt Chriſtian Com- 


munion of the Jew and Gentile Converts; 
then certainly theſe Precepts 'muſt be extended 
to all Caſes where the very ſame Reaſon is 


s in 

to be aſſign'd, or elfe thoſe Precepts will be 
this uſeleſs for the Ends for which they were given, 
all and the Reaſons aſſigned for them will not be 
of Concluſfive ; becauſe if they are concluſive in 
nent MW ay one Caſe, they would be uniformly and 
| for Ml equally Conclufive in every Caſe where they 
olick dare <qually ſtrong. If the Jeuiſb and Gentile 
oſpel MW Chriſtians were ro Partake together of the Lord's 
they Wl Supper; becauſe both of them (notwithſtanding 
> no- Wot their Difference of Sentiments) were capable 
very of all the Ends of it, and had all the Qualifica- 


aun Wins of worthy Communicants, then why 
are {Would not Chriſtians now receive to their Com- 
nent, union all their Brethren who are capable and 
ns of Wialifted in the ſame Manner? And if that be 
re in- Not a good Reaſon for mutual Communion a- 
; the nongſt Chriſtians now, why did the Inſpired 
mion {W4Polile judge it a good Reaſon for the mu- 
Lance ae Communion of the Believing Romans and 
Jead, MW" other Chriſtians in the firſt Age of Chriſ- 
11 the Witty, when it was in its greateſt Puri- 
Goſ- MW) * 
nts ; Now that I have given a juſt Account of 
dence Ife Apoſtle's Reaſons for the joint Chriſtian 
eithet renmunion of theſe contending, Parties, will 
thren WF Plain ro any one who will impartially con- 
| C2 fider 
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12 Non-Subſcription, no juft 
ſider them, as they occurr in theſe Chapters zo 
Which 1 refer. The Reaſons there atligned, 
are; becauſe God hath received both Partics 


. ͤ oc EEG WA. on. oe mo 


into: Favour and Communion with himſelf ; 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath veuchſafea to . 
cei ve them to be Members of his Body, aud en 
titled them to all the Priviledges of his Di 
ciples; they are the ſincere Servants of ol 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; they all be Holden up, cui 


tenanc'd and gracioufly ſupported by the A! 
mighty Power of God ; they were all trul 
Chriſtian Brethren in Chriſt, and therefore mul 
be, all of them, Sons of God, by a Spirit 
Regeneration ; they were capable of Glorif 
ing God, in the Lord's Supper; for they we 
commanded 20 receive one another, as Chriſt bit 
receiv'd ms, to the Glory , God; they were i 
ceptable io God, and approved of Men, becaul 
they ſincerely ſery'd. Chrift in thoſe great as 
Eſſential Things, wherein the Kingdom of Gi 
confiſts, VIZ. Righteouſaeſs, and Peace and SUL 
the. Holy Ghoſt. And, as to the Points in I 
bate, they were not Eſſential to Chriſtian 
nor abſolutely neceſſary to entitle a Man to i 
Favour of God, the Hope of Eternal Lit 
nor to Communion with Chriſt or his Church 
The Kingdom of God did nat conſiſt in ther 
Even thoſe who held the wrong ſide of the Que! 
on were Conſcientious good Men; theſe W 
regarded the Day, ręgarded it to the Lord; al 
thoſe who from a Scrupulous and Erring C9 
ſcience did not Eut, to the Lord did not Eat, 0 
gave God Thanks ; agreeing with their Bret! 
in all the Subſtantial Duties of Chriſtian Pl 
ty and Worſhip, and therefore the bee 
* Opinions 4nd PraRices 0 mw 
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Cauſe for Non-Communion. = 


pectiye Parties, being Matters wherein ſincere 
Chriſtians were of different Sentiments, muſt 


be regarded by one another as Matters of 
Doubtful Diſputation, not to be impoſed as ne- 
ceſſar) Terms of Chriſtian Communion ; the 
Reader will find all theſe Reaſons in Rom. XIV. 
1, 3, 4, 6, 10, 17, 18. and XV. 7. Ts 
Now will any Man pretend, that a true 
Child of God, received into the Favour and 
Communion of Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
ſapported and countenanced by Heaven, truly 
acceptable to God, exerciſing himſelf faithful» 
ly in the Service of Chriſt in a practical Obe- 
dience to all the Eſſential Precepts of Chriſtie 
anity, and fit for Glorifying God in the 
Lord's Supper (which he cannot be, unlefs he 
can anſwer all its Ends, and have all the 
Goſpel-Qualifications of a worthy Communi- 
cant ;) will any Man, I ſay, pretend that a 
Criſtian of this Character is not capable of all 
the Ends of the Lord's Supper, and is not tru- 
1 qualified to be a worthy Communicant? 
nd if he be ſo capable and ſo qualified, and 
it this Character of his which proves him to 
be ſo, be the very Reaſon aſſigned by the A- 
poltle why each Party ſhould: receive him to 
Communion ; then, I think, it is fairly and 
fully prov'd, that St. Paul's Reaſons for the 
joint Communion of the Contending Parties 
are, tor Subſtance reducible to this one Gener- 
a, viz, that both Parties were capabſe of all 
the Ends of the holy Communion, and duly 
Qualifi'd, according to the Goſpel for it. 
wou'd Chriſtians abide by this ſtable Princi- 
pe, Which I have now ſhown to have the 
Force of an Apoſtolical Canon, and uniformly 
| purſue 
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14 Non: ſubſeription, no juſt 
purſue it in all their Debates about Chriſtian I 
Communion, no unqualified Perſon (fo far as 
the Church who can't ſee the Hearts of Men, ll © 
can Prevent it) wou'd be admitted to Com . 
munion, and none wou'd be rejected but thoſe 
whom Chriſt hath rejected: Communion wou'd 
neither be too narrow nor too large; all Ex 
tremes wou'd be avoided, and all the qualifi- 
ed Diſciples of Chriſt wou'd as truly be o 
Bread as they are really o, Body. But if once I 
we depart from this Principle, no Check can 
be given, no Limits can be ſet, to the moſt . 
Exorbitant Power that can be claim'd in the I. 
Chriſtian Church; for if Men will once pre» f. 
tend to an Authority to reject from their 
Communian, thoſe whom Chriſt hath received, 
and qualified both for Communion with him» WW, 
ſelf and with the Church, (when they know 
them to be ſo qualified,). for any Principle t 
Fault, which the Reje&ers own and believe 
to be conſiſtent with their being capable of, 
and qualified for Communion, where will they 
ſtop I am next to prove! 1 DILS 
The Second Propofition of my Argument, 
viz. the Principle held by the Non: ſubſcribing Me 
vi fters, ( namely, that they are in their Judgments 
againlt Subſcribing the Weſtminſter Confeſſon' ol 
Faith as a Teſt of Orthodoxy} renders. none 
of them uncapable of any one End- of the Lord's Supe 
per inſtituted by Chriſt ; and is no Proof of their 
want of any one Ounlification, made neceſſary #) 


prove thus. 8 
That Principle either in a Miniſter or pn 
vate Chriſtian, which muſt prove him that ban 


holds it uncapable of any of the inſticures he 
$1775) n 
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Eads of the Lord's Supper, or that he wants 
any one Goſpel-Qualification of a worthy Com- 
u W mnunicant, mult neceſſarily have one of theſe 
" Wl thrice Properties, i. e. it muſt be either, Firſt, 
fe a Fundamental Error inconſiſtent with ſincere 
Religion and true Godlineſs ; or, Secondly, It 
nat be ſuch an Error as deſtroys ſome one 
i. End of the Lord's Supper, or ſome one Qua- 
2 likcation of a worthy Commmunicant, or ſome 


Divine Inſtitution made neceflary by the Goſ- 
pel-Law to the worthy Receivers; or, Third- 
% that the Acknowledgment of the Principle 
be required of Chriſtians by the Miniſter who 
holds it, and demands Communiog with them 


lt Hepon theſe Terms. 
ech bat the Principle of the Non-ſubſcribers a- 
= bore recited hath none of theſe Properties; 


therefore &c. 
The Firſt Propoſition is felfevident ; the 
Kcond I prove in all its Parts. And, First, 


of, Whit che principle of Non-{ubſcribers is not 
ney Fundamental Error, inconſiſtent with ſincere 
eigion and true Godlineſs. I hope none of 
9 de Chriſtian People Fam Arguing againſt will 
| antain it ro be a fundamental and damnable 
ae” tor inconſiſtent with ſerious Piety, but leſt 
„ e fbou'd be tempted to follow the footſteps 
mo” Withoſe who have been under the Dominion of 
7. * impoſing Spirit, I think it neceſſary to ſay 
5 mething on this Head by way of Prevention. 

2 , f 18 obſervable that the weak Jewiſh Converts, 
1 e thought the Law of Moſes Obligatory 
ori them, even after the Death and Reſurrecti- 


that of our Saviour, did ar firſt expreſs no more 
cured Leal for the Obſervation of it in them- 
Ends es; and while they ſtopt thete, the Apgitie 
: Pau 


Subſcribe it as ſuch; and if this be a Fundamental 


xs Non-ſubſcription, no jut 
Paul made great Condeſcentions to them, t6 
prevent their Offence ; but they ſoon went 2 
ſtep farther ; and inſiſted on the Impoſition of 
it on the Gentile Chriſtians, as a Term of their 
Religious Communion with them: And then 
all the Apoſtles remonſtrated in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms againſt it, and St. Paul won d not grit 
place by Subject ion (to their Demands) ns not for 
an hour: And ſome of them went yet a ſtep 
higher, and made it a Fundamental, teaching 
that Circumciſion was neceflary to Salvation; 
and that Chriſtians were to be juſtified before 
GOD by the Law of Moſes ; then the Apoltle 
treated their Doctrine with Abhorrence, inform: 
ing them of their Danger, and aſſuring them 
that if they were Circumciſed, Chriit Hou profil, 
them nothing. A miſguided Zeal is very prone to lt 
Impoſitio” of a favourite Notion upon 9thers, and 
wery apt to conclude that Chriſt will ſhut the Gates 


Heaven on thoſs on iubom men have (juſtly, as thy. 
think) ſhut the Gates of the Church ; and therefor , 
to prevent the like dangerous Miſtake among 
thoſe who have already treated the Non-ſubſcti 4 
bers much worſe tlian they deſerve ; I beg leaf, 
to ſuggeſt to them, that if at any time the 3 
Mall believe the Non-ſubſcribing Principle to h 1 
a Fundamental Error they will be obliged | 
acknowledge that this propoſition which is d 7 
rectly contradictory to it is a Fundamental Truth f 
viz. That all Intrants into the Miniſtry amongſt i * 


ought to Subſcribe the Weſtminſter-confeſſion of Fa 
as the Sole and excluſive Teſt of Orthodoxy, i. e. ti 
oupht not to bs Licenſ*d or Ordain d, except they a 


then we have got a | NEW FU N D4 
MENTAL into our Religion, which v9 


U 
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no Fundamental for fifteen Hundred Tears and 
wore after the Chriſtian Faith was fully Reveal- 
cd and Recorded in the ſacred Writings ; and 
was never found out amongſt us in the North 
of VLeland until the Year 1705, nor in Scotland 
before the Year 1690, or thereabouts, nor in any 
other Church in the World that I know of either 
before or ſince - Then the Holy Scriptures ceaſe 
to be the perfect Rule of Faith, becauſe Defective 
uthis NE W Fundamental; Nay we have 
not only got a New Fundamental, (according to 
the Suppoſition I am refuting) but an Article 
to be a Fundamental, which was not ſo much 
45 trucfor fifte en Hundred Years after the com- 
pleat Scheme of Chriſtianity was delivered to 
the World by the Inſpired Teachers of it: For 
before the MeStminſter-confeſſion of Faith was 
Compos'd (which was not done till the Year 
1647) it was impoſſible for any Man to Sub- 
(cribe it, eitheras anExcluſive Teſt of Orthodoxy 
or under any other reduplication ; and therefore, 
[ hope, it will be granted me, that it was no 
Man's Duty to Subſcribe it before it was made, 
and that the Church had no Power all that while, 
to exclude a Man from the Miniſtry for his 
ot doing an impoſſible thing. If I rightly un- 
derſtand what the Apoſtle Paul ſays (Gal. 1.8, 
the making of new FUNDAMEN- 
IALS is the making of another Goſpel. Every 
undamental Principle is eſſential to the Goſpel ; 
ad therefore the addition of a new Fundament- 
4 to the Goſpel muſt give it another and a 
wy Eſſence; and what gives it another Eſſence 
muſt make it another Goſpel ; becauſe it ſhew's 
a new way to Heaven and a new. condition of 
Wration, to which the Gol pel is an utter Stran- 


ger 


18 Non: ſubſcription, no juſt 
ger. The Apoſtie looks upon this to be ſuch 2 
dangerous Error, as to pronounce any one that 
ſhou'd be Guilty of it, were he an Angel from 
Heaven, to be Accurſed; which ſhould make all 
Chriſtians to Abhor it, and tremble at the 
Thoughts of it. | Beſides, I leave it to the 
cool Thoughts of all ſober Chriſtians to Judge, 
whether it wou'd be agreeable to Chriſtianity, 
to pronounce all Non- ſubſcribers to be in a ſtate 
!! of Damnation, to Judge them to be no Chril- 
Mt tians, to be void of the fear of GOD, and to 
7 be utterly deſtitute of all ſaving Grace; that the) 
lf are Unregenerated, that they have neither Faith 
| nor Repentance nor the Love of GOD ; that 
10 they have not the Spirit of Chriſt, and that the 
"I Spirit of GOD is confin'd to the Subſcribers ;M' 
1 that the Non: ſubſcribers are yet dead in their Sm 
Mi} and Treſpaſſes and under the curſe & wrath of God 
x1 and maſt Periſh everlaſtingly unleſs they explicit 
bt ly Repent of and revoke their (ſuppoſed) wicked 
F Error. I Scruple not to ſay, as Mr. Baxter ſay5Ml* 
in another Caſe, that this wou'd be the Soul 
Popiſb Wickedneſs : And yet the abſurd principles 
which makes the Non-ſubſcribing principle 4 
Fundamental Error, muſt Natively infer 4 
Thus. | 
Secondly, T x above recited Principle of thy 
Non- ſubſcribers, againſt Subſcribing the We 
minſter-conſeſſon as the ſole and excluſive Teſt q 
Orthodoxy, does not deny or deſtroy any g 
End of the Lord's-ſupper or any one Goſpel 
Qualification of a worthy Communicant, or 41 
one Divine Inſtitution made Neceſſary by "y 
Goſpel-law to the worthy Receivers: The truth 
whercof is evident from this conſideration, tha 


thoſe who hold that Principle do likewiſe helf 


all 
the 


— 
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that theſeEnds andQualifications,which were deſigned 
fron * Chriſt in the inſtitution of the Sacrament, and 
- a1; WI ade neceſſary ro the Communicants And I 


the WI dety all my Adverſaries to name more than what 
the Nlhare acknowledged in this Paper; or to name 
ne one Divine Inſtitution, Neceſſary to Worthy 
Communicating which I and all my Reverend 
ſtate Non-ſubſcribing Brethren do not expreſly Main- 
hrif. un and Profeſs. We both Adminiſter and Re- 
d to ive the Lord's-ſupper exactly according to 
they Chriſt's Inſtitution, without diminiſhing any 
Faith ing from the firſt Purity, in which our Saviour 
that ere and received it, and without the leaſt Ad- 
© the MW cition of any human Invention to it. Our Prin- 
derts; Nchle againſt Subſcribing the Meſtminſter-confelſi- 
„ eim aas a Teſt of Orthodoxy, for which we have 
God, been Excluded the Communion of the Faith- 
plicit- ful, gives us a full Liberty of profeſſing e- 
vickedk ey Truth which is in the ſaid Confeſſion, 
27 lays and many more which are not therein contain- 
e, as every Body that has the leaſt Acquaint- 
nciple WT ence with the State of that Controverſy cannot 
iple 4 but know ; and therefore from the Nature of the 
er a bing, it is impoſſible that the Non-ſubſcribing 
Uciple can imply a Denial of any of the Ends 
of the © the Sacrament, or of the Neceſſary conditi- 
Wer in worthy Receivers, or any Divine Inſti- 
Teſt oi ion that is Neceſſary to them, or that the 
iy cue ding of that Principle ſhou'd make the Com- 
Goſpel nunicants guilty of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
or and infer their Eating and Drinking Judgment to 
by th themſelves. | | 
ic truti Thirdly, T uA Non-ſubfcribers do not demand 
n, tha Communion with the Subſcribers upon the 
hold a d Terms of making the Subſcribers renounce 
then leit ca Principle, and ſo become Non-ſubſcri- 
D 2 bers 


20 Non: ſullſcription, uo uſt 
bers; nothing in that Principle or any other they 
hold, does lead them to it; but on the contrary Wh: 
they hold a Principle directly againſt it, acknow- Mc 
ledging that the Subſcribers are as truly capable, Mi 
as themſelves of all the Ends of the Sacrament, MW 
and of all Goſpel-qualifications for it; and Wi 
therefore that no ſuch Principle as that ſhould MW 
be the excluſive Term of their Communion with MW: 
the Non-ſubſcribers. And thus: having finiſhed M1 
my firſt Argument, I come to CG 


ARGUMENT I. 


The Principle of ſome Miniſters, who are in. 
their Judgments againſt ſubſcribing the Ve 
minſter-confeſſron as a Teſt of Orthodoxy,is neither WM! 
condemned in the Goſpel, in expreſs Terms, Wi 
under the penalty of Excluſion from the Lord's Wi: 
ſupper, nor reducible by any fair Conſequence Wn: 
to any of thoſe Sins, which are there condemn: Wo 
ed under that Penalty; and therefore tis un- 
Jawful to deprive any Miniſter, meerly for his] 
holding that Principle, of Chriſtian Communion Wi 
with any of the Faithful, The Conſequence is W 
built upon this Principle, that no human Power, 
can Jultly exclude thoſe from the Lord's-ſuppet, MW 
who comply with all the Terms of Communion Wi 
in that Holy Ordinance which are appointed Wi 
* in the Goſpel; which has been hitherto acknow- W 
ledged and aſſerted; as the Stable Principle of 
NON-CONFORMITY, and provd} 
by it's beſt Advocates by invincible Arguments, 
to which I deſpair of ever meeting with a fair MW 
- Anſwer; and therefore in the preſent Debate, 1 . 
ſhall take it for granted by the Gentlemen and 
Chriſtian People with whom I have to do; 
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dapply myſelf wholly to the proof of the Aute- 
An or firſt Propoſition. The Reader will per- 
ire, that it will not be ſufficient for ſhewing 
te falſhood of my Antecedent or firſt Propoſition, 
o ſhew, that the above recited Principle againſt 
ubſcribing & c. is condemn'd in the Goſpel, or 
zored to be a Miſtake, (tho if they do that 
id no more, I promiſe that upon Conviction, 
will heartily Renounce it) unleſs it be ſhewn 
the ſame time that the Goſpel hath enacted 
at all Miniſters who hold it,meerly becauſe they 
old it and act in purſuance of it, ought to be 
icluded by their fellow Chriſtians from the 
ord's-ſupper : For St. Paul does in expreſs 
ems condemn the Principle of the Jewiſh 
iriſtians, while he ſays, (Rom. xiv. 14.) 1 
wry and am perſuaded by the Lord Jeſus, that 
here is nothing uuclean of itſelf, and yet he com- 
ands their Fellow- chriſtians who ſaw the Er- 
vr of that principle, to hold Communion: with 
boſe who held and maintain'd it. 
Ireadily grant, that a Scandalous Violation 
It any of the eſſential precepts of the Chriſtian 
Religion impenitently perſiſted in will ſufficient- 
warrant any Chriſtian in his refuſing Commu» 
0 to the guilty, according to the Apoſtolical 
dale, 1 Cor. v. 11. But now J have written to 
not to keep Company, if any man that is called a 
V0 her be a Fornicator, or Covetous, or an Idola- 
% or a Railer, or a Drunkard, or an Extortioner, 
kth ſuch an one, no not to Eat. But the above 
Kited Principle of rhe Non-ſubſcribers can ne- 
rde comprehended under any of theſe Heads. 
gant likewiſe, that the making a new Funda- 
dental Article of Faith, becauſe that is making 
anden Goſpel (the Maintainers whereof are 
| pro 
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22 Non-ſubſcription, no juſt 
pronounced Accurſed, Gal. i. 9.) will juſtify the 
tefuſal of Chriſtian-communton : Bat that is nor 
the preſent Caſe. The Non- ſubſcriberstho' they 
believe their own Principle to be an important 
Truth, do not reckon it a Fundamental. 

It is likewiſe evident, that any Error that 
is deſtructive of Chriſtianity, or a Fundament. 
al Error or Hereſy is a ſufficient cauſe of Ex. 
cluſion from the Lord's- ſupper, becauſe he that 
holds it can't be juſtly called a Chriſtian ; this 
is cleatly implyed, 2 John 9, 10. Mhoſoever Trai- 
greſſeth and abideth not in the Doctrine of Chr 
bath not GOD : He that abideth in the Doctrine if 
Chriſt, hath both the Father and the Son, If ther 
come any unto you and bring not this Doctrine, receiv 
him not into your houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed, 
Titus is commanded to reject an Herertich, 
after the firſt and ſecond Admonition, 
(Tit. iii. 10.) and Timothy is commanded to with: 
draw himſelf from any Man who will not confent u 
wholſom wordt, even the words of our Lot 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to the Doftrine which ö 
according to Godlineſs, ( 1 Timothy vi. 3, J. 
But I have already prov'd, that the Principle 
of the Non-ſubſcribers is no Fundamental Er 
ror, (if it be any Error at all); and it's ve 
ry inconſiſtent with the Principles of thol: 
who inſiſt upon Subſcription to the Hemi. 
ſter Confeſſion as the ſole and exclufive Teſt o 
Orthodoxy, to maintain the Non-ſubſcribing 
Principle to be a Fundamental Error : Fot 
that Confeſſion does not make it ſo, nor do- 
it make the Contradictory, or the Subſcriv: 
ing Principle, a Fundamental Truth, nor 10. 
deed do's it ſay any thing in Favour ofit; 
and therefore can never be a ſufficient, ! 


far leſs, the ſole and excluſive Teſt, — 
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KWeototboſe whofs Scheme muſt charge it with the 
y the mmon of an Eſſential and Fundamental 
15 n0!Wirticle of Faith. But to draw the Argument 
they z Decifive Point, if there be any Law 
ortantlt Chriſt for *debaring Miniſters from the 
1ental i ord's-table, meerly on the Account of that 
* That rinciple of Non-ſubſcription, let it be pro- 
ment-SW:c'd, and that will bring the Debate to a 
t Eort lue If there be no ſuch Law, let 
e that be fairly acknowledged, that by the Laws 
3 th the Goſpel they have as good a Right 
Trau. Communion as any other Chriſtians have. 
u proceed to 
fine of 
f then ARGU MEN lk 
recelbt 
peru TO exclude Miniſters of the Goſpel from 
retich e Communion of the Faithful, meerly for their 
tion, being in their Judgments againſt Subſcribing 
o the Negminſter Confeſſion as a Teſt of Ortho- 
fen cor), does involve the Excluders in the 
Lug cad of Schiſm ; and therefore is not Law- 
ich Mul. 
„ % Tho! there may be Schiſm in a Church, 
ncipeſhvbere there is no Rupture and Breach of Ex- 
al E-WMternal Chriſtian Communion; yet 'tis plain, 
it S Vere ſuch a Rupture happens, it can't be 
cho vithout Schiſm : For that uncharitable Diſ- 
m cord, and Alienation of Affection, which rents 
eſt ade Myſtical Body of Chriſt, is inſeparable 
ribinsWMitom ſuch a Rupture. Where any Man is 
; Fol ag d unworthy of the Communion of the 
0 WFFaithful in the Lord's Supper, and yet is eſ- 
bſcrid- rem d by Chriſt a worthy Communicant, there 
zor 17 ein be no Inſtance given of an uncharitable 
besment, if that be nor one; and if a cauſleſs 
ach of Communion founded upon an uncha- 
citable 


* 


24 - Non:ſubſcription, uo juſt 
ritable Judgment be not the Schiſm deſcribe 
in Scripture, I wou'd fain know what can de 
ſerve that Name. I believe all Men of Sent 
will agree, that had the Jeu Converts ei 
cluded their Gentile Brethren from the Lere 
Supper, or had they been Excluded by th 
Gentile Chriſtians, on the Points wherein the 
differed, it wou'd have been a moſt notorio 
Schiſm ; and yet the Schiſm wou'd juſt have cot 
ſiſted in paſſing an uncharitable Judgment 
gainſt the Party Excluded, treating them 
unworthy of Communion when they really wet 
not ſo : I humbly conceive then, that ever 
caufleſs Breach of Communion founded upt 
the ſame uncharitable Judgment, hath juſt ; 
much of Schiſm in it as that Inſtance wou 
have had. What confirms this Notion 
Schiſm, is, that the Apoſtle Paul having giv 
a large Deſcription of the Myſtical Body 
Chriſt (x Cor. 12th. chap.) by the Similitul 
of the Human Body and the Union of i 
Members,admires the Wiſdom of God in tempe 
ing the Myſtical Body of Chriſt ſo wonderfull 
as to make each ſingle Member capable of kit 
Offices to the whole, and the whole capal 
of the ſame to each Member; and the Deli 
of this noble Contrivance, he declares to 
(v. 25.) that there ſhou'd be no Schiſm in the] 
dy.: But that the Members ſbou d have the 4 
Care one for another. A hearty Concern af 
Chriſtian Solicitude for the Spiritual Wellt4 
of one another is the neceſſary Fruit 
Fervent Charity which is the Bond ef Perfa 
zeſs, and : knits the Members together 
prevents Schiſm ; and therefore where 1 
mutual Care and Concern is wanting 1 a 
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ſembers, it muſt fiow from à very fault 
Coolneſs of Affection and uncharitable Indit- 


« ference, which diſunites and diſjoints them; ren- 
eu is chem feeble; and at laſt breal's out in 
Anu opcu Schiſm. When Chriſtians do Ground- 
oo ea, exclude one another, from the Lord's 
spper, the Party Excluding do's plainly diſ- 
” cover a Want of Chriſtian Tenderneſs, Love 
rio 


1nd Care for the Spiritual Wellfare of thoſe 
they exclude ; they. deprive them of one of 
at WChift's inſtituted Means for attaining to Soul- 
m Wrcficlhing Communion with their Bleſſed Lord, 
Ed for obtaining ſignal Manifeſtations of the 
VL izht of his Countenatice ; they deny them a 
urg cope -Means of encteaſing their Faith in him 
ult Nad Love to him, and of Spiritual Nouriſh- 
WObSnent to their Immortal Souls; and are not 
on ee grie vous Injuries ? Injuries fo Extenſive, 
Su to reach, not only to the Perſons Excladed, 
dy Wir to the whole Body of Chriſt. For the 
Anu one affutes us, ( Epheſ. IV. 16.) that the 
1 Body fitly joyn'd together, and compacted 
empaß thit which every Yoynt ſupplieth according to 
erfulßg Efectual Working in th: Meaſure bf every 
of kill; „eh Encreaſe of the Body, unto the Edi- 
Cap"; „f in Love ; every ſingle Member, has 
Dei the Exerciſe of vital Communion, an In- 
s to Wience upon the whole for its Encreaſe and 
the Uhcation ; and therefore whatever is injuri- 
the Jae to the Spititual Wellfare of any one Mem- 
em A (as certainly the denying him Chriſt's inſti- 
ele Means of Grace and Communion is} 
ruit it but be prejudicial to the whole Body. 
Pert ch uncharitable refuſing of Communion is 2 
er M's and ſetting at Nought our Chriſtiah 
ere 9 ahren, a wounding of their Reputation, and 
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deſtroying of their Uſefulneſs, fo far as it is in 
the Power of the Excluders to do it ; while 
they treat them in the ſame Manner in which 
the Goſpel has directed us to treat Adulterers, 
Drunkards, and the very groſſeſt of ſcandalous 
Sinners, are they not guilty of an uncharitable 
Neglect of THE SAME CARE the 
Members ought to take one for another, wherein 
the Apoſtle do's directly place the Nature of 
SCHISM? 
WarrEever the Lord's Supper, which is 
the Seal and Badge of the common Diſci- 
pleſhip and Memberſhip of all the Faithful is 
arbitrarily confined to a Party, it proſtitutes 
that Solemn Ordinance, and makes it ſubſer- 
vient to a Party Intereſt ; an End, which not 


only was never intended by Chriſt, but is di- 


realy contrary to one of the Ends for which 
he appointed it, viz. that the Members might 
all be ze Bread, and one Body; and therefore 
ſuch 2 Practice ſavours ſtrongly of the Spirit ot 
Schiſm. The ſeveral Parties in the Church 
of Corinth, one whereot ſaid, I am of Paul, aut 
ther, I am of Apollos, another, I am of Cephas, 


were guilty of Schiſm, even without carrying 


Matters fo high, as to exclude one anothet 
from. the Lord's Supper, becauſe they weite 
too much attach'd to. their ſeveral Party Jnr 
tereſts, and purſu'd them by Meaſures which 
were greatly detrimental to Catholick Lobe 
and ſubſtantial ſerious Piety: But then Lack 
this Queſtion, Wou'd not theſe Parties have 
been more guilty of Schiſm than they realy] 
were, had they excluded one another from the 
Lord's Supper, meerly on the Account of the!l 
Teveral Party Diſtinctions and the Op1nion 
Aud Practices Which cauſed them, and if ke. 
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one Party had ſaid to the reſt, Tou hall not 
Communicate with us, nor will we Communicate 
with yon, becauſe you are not of our Party? Sure- 


Cauſe for Non-communion. 27 


1y tats wou'd have been the height of Schiſm, 


and à very vile Proſtitution of the Lord's Sup- 
per to ſerve the claſhing ſeparate Intereſts of 
their ſeveral Parties: This wou'd have been 
to regard the Lord 5-table as if it had been 
PAULSTABLE, or CEPHASsT A- 
BLE, or APOLLO STAB L E, and 
not as the Lord's- table, to , which the great 
Lord of the Feaſt invites all his prepared 
Guelts that they may Joyntly partake of the 
Communion of his Body and Blood. And 
dos not the excluding narrow Principle, againſt 
wiich I am now arguing, treat the Lord's- 
table as if it were the SUBSCRIBERS- 
TABLE, and not the Lord's? How much 
better is it, I pray, than the Practice of No- 
dallan (the Author of a Grand Schiſm, in the 
third Centur ) who © when he adminiſtered 
the Sacram-nt, and divided and gave each 
4 Mia his part; with his two Hands he 
| held thoſe of the Receiver, ſaying unto 
| m, Swear unto me by the Body aud Blood of 
; the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that thou wilt never 
' leave my Party, ts return #0 that of Corneli- 
; fo forcing the miſerable Receiver, in- 
oF; * Y g 
„ cad of ſaying Amen, to ſay, 1 will not re- 
urn to that of Cornelius *! (ſee Euſeb. Ecclef. 
% 11h. 6. Chap. 43.) Is it not too like the 
Schiſm of Vitor Biſhop of. Rome, who excom- 
Mumcatech all the Churches who were not of 
his Opinion about the Time of the Celebra- 
non of the Feaſt of EAST ER; for 
uch he is ſharply reproved by 1razens, tho? 
E 3 he 


(e 


cc 
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he was of Victor's Sentiments about the Time 
of the Celebration of that Feſtival: How 
much do's it differ from the narrow unchy 
ritable Spirit of Stephen Biſhop of Rome in 
the third Century, who refyſed to hold Com- 
munion with that eminently pious Father, 
Cyprian, and indeed with all rhe African Chur: 


ches meerly ior their different Sentiments from 


him and his Party, about the Rebaptization 
of ſuch as had been baptized by Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks. And becauſe this Hiſtory 


is ſo well recited by the Late Reverend Mr. 


DURHAM, in his excellent Treatiſe con- 


cerning SCANDAL, with moſt judicious 


and Charitable Remarks upon it, I ſhall beg 


Jeave to inſert what he ſays of it (p. 314, 315, | 


316.) | 

That Learned Divine was conſidering what 
_ things ought to be forborn, for preventing ot 
for healing of Schiſm, and then proceeds thus, 
„ Men would eſchew in ſuch a caſe judict 
* ally to engage in ſuch Differences, either | 
** by paſſing deciſions in theſe things pro et 
contra in Judicatories, or by cenſuring, ot 
* noting with any Reproach ſuch as differ from 
* them. For, 1. that maketh the Diviſion 
* the more difficuitly removable in itſelf, Aud, 
& 2. it engageth both fides the more, and 
© proveth a let to retiring when men would, | 
& and heightneth the Difference exceedingly: 
*© In that Difference that was between Cyprii# | 
cc and Stephans, and other Biſhops of Rome, 
concerning the rebaptizing of ſugh as has 
ce been baptized by Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, 
„e Tr is marked that Sephanus did preſs tie 
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Communion with ſuch as joyned with Cypris 
min his Opinion: On the contrary, G- 
prian did indeed call Synods and decide, 
bur neither preſſed any Man to his Opinion 
or Practice, nor cenſured any that dittered in 
ſuch a Matter; and becauſe his Carriage 
is ſo much commended by the Ancients, 
elpecially by Anguftize, againſt the Dona- 
ite, not becauſe he counted Cyprian right on 
the Matter; for he diſclaimed that, and own- 
'ed the contrary Opinion: But becauſe he 
carried in his Opinion ſo renderly to the 
Churches Union and Peace, We fhall ob- 
ſerve rwo or three Paſſages of his, and of 
e concerning him. 1. In his E- 
pille ad ſubaianum, Hæc reſcr ipſimus, inquit, 
 menint præſcribentes aut prajudicantes quo minus 
' wnuſquifque Epiſcoporum, quod putat faciat. Et 
ne quiſquam pellendus a caterorum conſortio 
videretur (decet) ncs quantum in nobis eſt prop- 
ter hereticos cum collegts & Coeprfcopis noftris non 
| wntendims, cum quibus divinam concerdiam & 
pacem tenemus. Et "_ poſt, Serventur (in- 
uit) a nobis patienter & leniter ch. Og aui- 
mi, collegii honor, . fidei, concordia ſa- 
erduti Which Words and man» hes a e 
cited by Auguſtine de Baptiſmo, lib. 6. cap. 
7. And in another place, when he hath 
(Cited the ſame laſt Sentence and other words, 
giring the Reaſon which the Apoſtle hat 

. C. 11. If any man will be contentions 32 
have 0 fach Cuſtom, nor the Chuiches of Ca 
After which a little, Auguſtine {abjo h 
his Approbation of his Carriage; "jus 


12 e in eo robur virtutis eminuit, cum 4a 


ga. eſti nondum diſcuſſa nutaret, quod ali lea 
Feen 
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the image of Chriſt, and in whom the C 


is vaſtly more agreeable to the Royal 
of Love; and to the new Commandment 


— P —— CC — — m— 


* 


— e® 


* tiens quam multi collegæ, tantam moderation 
* obtinuit, ut Eccleſiæa Dei ſaactam ſocietatem m 
* Schiſmatis labe truncaret, quam fi omnia 1 
* Jolum veraciter, ſed etiam pariter fine iſta vim 
** ſentiret ; De Bapiſmo, lib. 5. cap. 17 Th 
* he faith, even though Cypriau's Opini 
was Confirmed by., divers Councus 
Carthage. Which ſheweth what Influer 
ſuch Abſtinence hath on the Church 
Peace, which is the more obſervable. 
he uſed this Forbearance when he had ü 
generality of ine Church of Aﬀrick, a 
the Authority of their Councils for. hit 
and alſo was provoked by the Vehemenl 
of his Oppolites, and their cenſuring fi 
< as were of his Opinion “. 

The great Miſchief of all the Schiſms hi 
either the Holy Scriptures, or Eccleſiaſt 
Hiftory gives us any account of, or whil 
we perceive in our own times, lies in tl 
that they were indications of Chriſtians lay 
an undue ſtreſs upon the leſſer Points of Rel 
on, to that Degree, as (o lcilcn rhe Eltes 
they ought to have ſhown for all who be 
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dible Evidences of the Power of Godline 
(wherein the Kingdom of G0 D coli 
do appear : For, wherever their Different 
have iſſued in a canſeleſs Breach of Chrilu 
Communion they never failed to Exciu 
from the Lord's-ſupper many who ſeemed 
have more Piety and true holineſs than! 
ny of their own Party whom they frankly A 
mitted ; whereas to act the quite contrary p. 
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- Blefſed Redeemer. I ſhou'd be afraid for 
part, that I cou'd not be able to anſwer 
to my great Judge, if I ſhou'd deny the Goſ- 
ez) oi my Love and Communion to an emi- 
ly 2:0us Soul, and at the ſame time give 
0 a man, who I am ſure, far leſs deferves 
and by this means involve myſelf in the 
uk of denying that fame divinely inſtituted 
kmon{tration (for ſuch is the Lord's- ſupper) 
E my Chriſtian Love and-Eharity to a more 
pithy Vbjcect ; which ] dare not in Conſcience 
y to one that even appears to myſelf to 
% Worthy ; if this be not to love a 
lan more for his being of @ Party, than 
r his being 4 moſt ſincere Chriſtian, I know 
twhat is; and if that be not Schiſm, I 
ul be obliged to any one who ſhall be at 
e pains to give me 4a juſter Notion of it. 
's not St. Paul equally diſcharge the weak 
ſerhren, from judging and rejecting from their 
iriſlian Communion the ſtrove, as he do's the 
org from rejecting thoſe wha were weak 
the Faith > And ſhail thoſe Inſpired Precepts 
> thought of no Force to reſtrain Men 
m rejecting better Chriſtians than ſome of 
de they receive? Were the Great Mr. 
ter now alive (who, I dare ſay is drink- 
| tre Fruit of the Vine, new with his Great 
iter in Heaven) with many more Faithful 
Wnſters, who are likewiſe fitting with him 
the Heavenly Banquet, both he and they 
0d be all excluded from the Lord's Sup- 


cy 
"y 


iy 
* 


than . ord 
"ky for their holding the ſame Principle up- 
rary Pl | which we have been excluded (and by 
val L e ſame Perſons too), in Conjunction with 


Ament 
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at Numbers now living; concerning whom 
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I firmly believe, that thoſe who have excliu 
us will have the Remains of ſo much Mode 
as to own, that many of their own Part 
whom they have receiv'd, or are very fr 
to receive, are far inferiour to thoſe Emine 
Worthies, in ſingular exemplary Piety, Chari 
Humility, Meekneſs, Patience, Selfdenial, un 
verſal Beneficence, unwearied Diligence, ſhiniq 
Miniſterial Gifts ; and in the moſt ornament 
and heavenly Vertnes of the Chriſtian Life 
who, notwithſtanding of the illuſtrious Gra 
of GOD in their Hearts and Lives, an 
that Chriſt is not aſhamed to hold thoſe a 
in his right hand, wou'd find themſelves ſo f 
out of the affection and good Graces of tho! 
Excluders, as not to be admitted to the Prin 
eges of that ſacred Communion, which is le 
open in the Goſpel to their incomparabl 
weaker Brethren ; which, they mult give n 
leave to call by the name of Schiſm, until 
get another Idea of it than what, I appr 
hend, is conveyed to me in the ſacred WI 
ings. 

Having prov'd from plain Scriptural Argt 
ments, that the Non- ſubſcribing Principle ay 
no juſt foundation for the Breach of Chriſtian 
communion, I muſt obſerve to the juſt Com 
mendation of our General Synod, that thel 
declared Sentiments upon this Head do pe 
fealy agree with the Holy Scriptures : Fo 
in their Charitable Declaration made at Beljaſ 
1721, they declared, © That different Set 
c ments on that head do not juſtify uncharitabt 
* fſealouſies and Cenſures of one another, d 
4 Breach of Communion among us.” The Gener 


al Synod met at London-Derry, June : 7 - 
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ame to five Reſolutions, to which they pre- 
ud this Introduction, The Synod conſider- 
ing the vaſt Importance and Neceſſity of 
gur continuing in that cloſe Union among 
„ ourſelves which has always been the Hap- 
" pinels, Security, and Glory, of this Church; 
ad, the fearful Miſchiefs that wou'd inevi- 
'rably enſue upon a Rupture and Breach of 
Lie Conmonion among us” : In their fourth Reſo- 
Con, when they had declared rheir own Q- 
« „ia, for Adhering to the ſubſcribing the Welt» 
F 92 inſter· confeſſion of Faith as a Teſt of Ortho- 
% % %, chey immediately add, that they deſire to 
of thal merciſe ChrisFian Forbearance towards eur Bre- 
Privi prez wow actually in the Miniſtry in this Church, 
i 1." reſpee# to their different Sentiments on this 
parab al. And in their fijth Reſolution, they 
ire u 0% and moſt ſeriouſiy exhort the people (un- 
er the Miniſtry of Non-ſubſcribers) ta con- 
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until | 2 
app end as far as their Conſciences will allow them in 
1 Wi Hering to their Paſtors. Stronger Terms can 


ardly be uſed to expreſs their juſt deteſta- 
Are of that Breach of Chriſtian-communion 
le lay eat which I have been Arguing : And 
frist coud they, or how can they, be of 
Con eer Mind, if they approve of that ex- 
+ th lent and charitable Spirit diſcover'd in the 
lo pet ompilers of the Confeſſion, Chap. xxvi. Art. 
. Fol: %%, by profeſſion are bound to maintain an holy 
t Belfaſt #lowhip T Communion in the worſhip of G O D, 
Sent a in performing ſuch ether ſptritual Services as 
zritab 0 their mutual Edification, as alſo in relieving 
zer, 0! - ther in ourward things, according to their ſever- 
Gene" 4bilities and Neceſſities, Which Communion, 
17% ©0D offereth opportunity, is to be extended to 
canW* ie ve in every place call upon the Name of the 
LORD 


34 Non-Subſcription, no juſt 
LORD JESUS. Their DIRECTORY is very 
expreſs co the ſame Purpoſe, for they Adviſe 
the Miniſter, before he proceed to adminiſ 
ter the Lord's-ſupper, to addreſs himſelf to 
the People after this manner, | 

Next, he is in the Name of Chriſt on 
* the one part, to warn all fuch as are Ip 
© norant, Scandalous, Profane, or that] 
live in any Sin or Offence againſt their 
Knowledge or Conſcience; That they pre 
ſume not to come to that Holy Table, 
ſhewing them, that he that eateth and drin- 
** keth Unworthily eateth and drinketh jucdg- 

ment unto himſelf; and on the other part, 
* he is in ſpecial manner to Invite and 
c Encourage all that Labour under the Senſe 
© of the Burden of their Sins and fear 0 
* Wrath, and deſire to reach ont unto a gres 
re ter progreſs in Grace, than yet they can at 
* tain unto to come to the Lord's-talle, afſuung 
© them in the ſame name of Eafe, Refreſhing 
* and Strength to their weak and wearieg 
Souls. 

I do not rely upon the bare Authority ( 
what I have quoted from our Confeſſion, Dire 
zory, or As of our Synods, for the ſatisfas 
tion of Conſcience ; for I freely grant they hate 
no Authority at all for that Purpoſe : The 
word of GOD is the only Rule of out 
Faith. But, I think, my Writing in favour} 
of a Principle maintain'd, and againſt a dan 
gerous practical Error condemn'd in tho! 
Books, and Acts, ſhou'd, at leaſt, procure mt 
a fair hearing from thoſe who are in the! 
Judgment for inſiſting on the Meſtminſterci, 


Iten as an excluſtve Teſt of Orthodoxy, . 


cc 
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very 
\ dviſe 
mini- 
If to 


no pretend ſo great a veneration for the 
rinciples of thoſe who Impoſe it as ſuch ; 
nd it becomes them well to conſider how 
ey will reconcile their own Principles and 


ig on ices in this Matter. 
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CHAS: i 


ſhections againſt holding Christian-communion 
with the Non-ſubſcribers, conſidered and Ann 
ſwered. 


ONES ICID IIEC ICE INEDT 
HESE who have broke Chriſ- 


> þ WIS A 5 . 

_ 3 N tian-communion with the Non- 

"IL K 8 ſubſcribers, have pretended to Juſ- 

15 | EIN tity their Conduct, by Arguments 

-eſhivg taken from the dangerous Ten- 
enn ot this Principle againſt Subſcribin 

— F ple againſt Subſcribing the 


elt minſter-confeſſion of Faith as a Teſt of Or- 
hey; and from the countenancing and 


my meal approbarion of. that Principle, which, 
RO think, wou'd be imply d in their hold 
y have 14 Communion with thoſe Miniſters who 
Tenzin it; theſe are all the Reaſons I 


of oul we yet met with ; and I am now to conſider 
d Anſwer them. 


L. 
* Oz7ecr, I. T n E Principle of the Non- ſub- 
chob ders againſt Subſcribing the Weſtminſter=conr 
__ 35 the ſole and excluſive Teſt of Or- 


doxy, hath a moſt dangerous Tendency; 


in theit | 

fter-co] 5 Goth, by a native and neceſſary Conſe- 
v, and] ice, open a door to all manner of Error and 
ho Hy in the Church. And therefore, Chris 


F 2 tian 
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36 Arguments for Non-communion, 
tian-communion ought to be deny'd to thoſe Mi. 
niſters who hold it. "27% nl 

If the Gentlemen who Obje&, that the 
Principle of the Non-{ubſcribers opens a door to 
Hereſy and Error, have borrowed their Noti- 
on of opening à door from any of theſe places 
of Scripture, Where this metaphorical Term 
is uſed (ſuch as Acts xiv. 27, Mat. xxv. 10, 
11. 1 Cor. xvi. 9. Rev. iii. 7, 8, 20. in which 
places it ſignifies an encouragement given to 
thoſe to whom the door is ſaid to be open d) 
they muſt mean, that all who hold that Prin- 
ciple do, by their venting it and acting in 
purſuance of it, give countenance and encout e 
agement to all manner of Hereſy and Error 
to pollute the ſacred Paſtoral Office; thay 
that Principle obliges them to Ordain a Mani 
were he ever fo great a Heretick, and by that 
means to Poyſon the Church with the contagiol 
of falſe Doctrine. If this be their Meaning 
then J deny the truth of their Aſſertion, and 
aver that hat Principle do's not oblige the 
Non-lubſcribers to do any ſuch thing; whic 
will evidently appear, if we conſider the trut 
and only Senſe, which that Principle is Cap 
able of; and one ſhou'd think, that the Non 
ſubſcribers ſhow'd know the true Senſe of thei 
own Principle better than any Body elſe. Tig 
Senſe of it I take to be this; where a Cai 
didate has a Regular call to the Miniliry$ 
and has all the Qualifications required bf 
the Goſpel-law in a Miniſter, and among 4 
ther things gives, or is ready to give, a ati 
factory Proof of his being Sound in the Faith 
tainted with no Hereſy, nor with any Etch 


that will warrant the Church in be 5 
e l ii 
$: 


Conſidered and Anſwered. 37 
im out of the Miniſtry ; he oughs not to 
:deny'd Ordination, or Inſtalment, or Li- 


the W-rce to Preach the Goſpel, meerly becauſe he 
„to MWnſcieition/ly Scruples Sublcription, and there» 
ſoti- Mare will not Subſcribe the Weſtminſterconfeſſi- 


or even any other | uninſpired Confeſſtian, 
ampoſed and impoled upon him by Fallible 
len, as the ſole and excluſive Teſt of Ortho- 


10 

hich xy. Now, tho' the Miniſters humbly think 
to en be a very hard task for any Man te 

ene, that a Man ot this Character may 

Prin-Warcantably be excluded from the Miniſtry, 


ercly on the ſcore of Non-ſubſcription to any 
impoſed human Confeſſon, (becauſe as they 
xily believe, Chriſt hath approved, ſent and 
led him to the Miniſtry, and hath not 


g in 
cout. 
rot, 

that 


Mau tei in the Power of the Church to reje& 
that oe whom he ſends to Labour in his own 
agionincyard) ; yet my preſent Subject do's not 
ning lige me to inſiſt on the truth of their prin- 
„andre, as the only or chief Anſwer to the Ob- 
> the en againſt Chriſtian-communion with them: 
which 'ris ſufficient to my purpoſe, if I prove, 
e truWiat the Non-ſubſcribing Principle, as I have 
cap ain'd it, do's not neceflarily oblige thoſe 
Non bo hold it to Ordain, Inſtal or Licenſe, or 
theißz e the leaſt Approbation of, or Encouragement 
Tücher or Indireftly to the Ordination, Inſt al- 
Caußg ert or Licenſe of any Man who is an Heretick, 
ltr who holds an Error for which he ought 
d bl" de excluded by the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt, or 
ns On” ity Man of whoſe Soundneſs in the Faith 
2 (art have not ſatisfactory Evidence. I confeſs 
Faith will be very amazing to me to find, that 


Err” Man of tolerable good Senſe (who ſhall 
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eepuß and July weigh that Principle as I have 
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38 Arguments for Non-communion, 
explain'd it) can after all, maintain that MW"? 
Principle obliges the Non- ſubſeribers to Ordain, del 
or give any countenance to a Man of heretical 

Or pernicious Principles ; when the quite contrar ah 
is, not by implication, but directly and ex: To 
preſly ſuppoſed in the Explication of the joſe 
Principle itſelf ; wherein this caſe is, in (of). 


many words, put, that the Candidate doth ging 7 
or is ready to give, ſatisfactory proof of his being, 
ft r 


found in the Faith, tainted with no Hereſy, m 
with any Error that will warrant the Church in 
keeping him out of the AMniſtry : What! ſhall ; 
Principle oblige a Man to Ordain an Heretic 
tho' it expreſly provides that the Perfon Or 

dain'd ſhall give ſatisfactory Evidence of hi 


| 1 
eing no Heretick? ſhall we interpret a Prim 18 
ciple, as having a tendency and leading, in it KH 
_ 2M 5 * * : * be ” 10 J 0 
Conſequence, to a thing againſt which' 1 1 


eſtabliſheth and provideth an Explicit and ſults 
cient Salvo? 

Ik it be alledged, that thoſe who tear dow! 
the very Hedge which the Church hath plants 
ed, to ſurround and guard the precious Truths 
of the Goſpel from the attacks which Herely 
and Error do make upon 'em (as all thoſe 
are ſuppoſed to do, who deny the power ot 
the Church to impoſe Subſcription to the 
Meſtminſter-confeſſion, or to any one uninſpired 
Creed and Confeſſion, as the fole and exclulive 
Teſt of Orthodoxy) muſt, by conſequeic6] 
deſtroy a very valuable ſecurity for Truth, 
tho' they do not intend to do it; and in o 


F th 
mit 
ele 


- 
1 4 


| w. 
ler 
0 ju 
hem 


far as they deſtroy any one valuable ſecurity} T 
for Truth, in ſo far they muſt, by coor ern 
quence, encourage and open 2 door to Herely Re 


and Error to creep in and make its 115 f 
tho 


cal” 
ech. 
ro this I Anſwer, that, cho' there were no 
al wbſcriprion, or publick Aſſent, required in 
, py part ot the viſible Church to the IWeſe- 
* ufer co nfelſion or any other particular uninſpi- 
* d Confalſcon, as the ſole and excluſive Teſt 
IJ Orthodoxy, yet all the eflential Securities 
, Woo: which the preſervation of divine Truth 
ie prevention and removal of Hereſy | 
10 nd pernicious Errors do necetlarily Depend, 
0:80" s remain inviolable notwithſtanding ; that 
e 7/ential Securities againſt Hereſy and 
wm have no dependance upon theſe Confeſſi- 
of Securities; but on the contrary, that all 
Kearity impos d human Confeſſions can gixe 
uff Tuch and Purity derive all their Virtue 
t they have avy) ſor preſerving Chriſ- 
wu iy in its uncorrupted Simplicity, from 
au eſlential Securitys, which can ſub- 
ute vithout them, and fully and ſufficiently 
reſy kee the Church from poyſonous Errors. 
noſe” jaltity this Anſwer, I will give a brief 
eme of theſe Efſential Securities; in which, 
he WF Subſcribers and Non-ſubſcribers are per- 
„red agreed; and, ſhew their ſufficiency, in- 
are endent on all impoſed human Confeſſions, to 
ace, WW? out and caſt out all damnable and dans 
ca Error and Hereſy. ERR 
Ay b | E Firi? gr-nd ſecurity for Divine truth 
wir . Hereſy and Error is the Holy Bible, the 
\nſc- Ml: Rule of Faith by which alone we can 
rely WM" berw en Truth and Error in Matters 
way Revealed Religion; from which alone all 


Conſidered and Anſwered. 
wo? that wide and deſtructive Gap which 
heir Non-{ubſcribing Principle has made in 
e publick Securitys of the Orthodox 
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49 Arguments for Non-cnmunion, 
Arguments againit Error and Hereſy that M*: 
concluſive and convincing are taken; which ' 
able to make Men wiſe unto Salvation, 15 pr f 
able for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, A 
Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs ; that the Man {© 
God may be perfect, throughly furnfhed unto WM" 
good Works, (2 Tim. III. 15, 16, 17.) © MM 
* tho' all things in Scripture are not aM”" 
* Plain in themſelves, nor alike clear unto . 
yet theſe things which are neceſſary to 
* known, believed and obſerved for Salva 
© on, ate ſo clearly propounded and open 
ce in ſome place of Scripture or other, MW" 
* not only the Learned but the Unlearned, MW” 
% due Uſe of the ordinary Means, my; 
te attain unto a fufficient Underſtanding 
© them ; all this Virtue was in the HOW" 
Scriptures before any Human Confeſſion wiſh 
impoſed, or fo much as formed, and wo” 
ſtill remain if the Impoſition of them all vl” 
remov'd,. , | 1 

Secondly, AN THERA Eſſential Goſpel S 
rity againſt the poiſonous Influence of Hen j 
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and Error, conſiſts in a diligent and faith 
Performance of feveral important Duties, WM® 
cumbent on all private Chriſtians, in ta" 
ſeveral Stations, for the Preſervation oft | | 


Faith once delivered to the Saints ; ſuch asf ! 
the ſincere Love of the Truth. The com 
of the Man of Sin (the Head of the G. 
Antichriſtian Apoſtacy) is deſcribed (2 Th in 
ii. 10, 11.) as attended with al Deceivable 4 


q o Unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh ; the fa " 
q eaſon of his Succeſs, was, becauſe the) . 
| ceived not the Love of the Truth, that they mg 4 


7 


be ſaved. And for this Cauſe, the Apoſtle „ 


able 
he fa 
they 
hey mi 
ſtle fo Y 
9 


| Conſidered and Anſwered. " 
tod that, God wor d ſend them ſtrong Deluſſon, 
that they - ſhou'd believe à Lies And therefore a 


fnccre Love of the Truth is one of the beſt. 


Anidores againſt Error. And what ſhou'd hin- 
ter nale Truth from appearing in as full and 
frong a Light for captivating our Love and 
Affection, as it can do when it is adorned 
with the niceſt Terms of human Art and 
prop'd with the ſtrongeſt Pillars of human 
Authority; which may indeed obſcure, but 
en never add to its intrinſic Beauty and 
Excellency, the only ſolid and laſting Motives 
of a genuine ſincere Love of it? (29) To 
make impartial and diligent Enquires after 
Truth. Amn- impartial Enquirer muſt diveſt his 
Mind of all ſecret Prejudices and Prepoſſeſ- 
ons contracted by Education, human Autho- 


tity, Cuſtom and Tradition, worldly Intereſt, 


vrrvaluing or undervaluing the Underſtanding 
nd Integrity of thoſe on either fide of a 
Queſtion, or ſuch like Byaſles of the Judg- 
nent; reſolving patiently to hear and mature- 
to conſider, what is ſaid on all Sides; 
nd being entirely open to Conviction, to be 
8 ready to embrace Truth when it is ſhown 
um by fach as he takes for an Enemy, as 
it were detected by one of the prime Pillars 
f his own Party. An impartial Examinati- 
of the Truth iſſued in the Converſion of 
lit noble Pereans : For they were more noble 
ba thoſe of Theſſalonica in that they received the 
li with all Readineſs of Mind, and ſearched 
y Scriptures daily, therefore many of them believed. 
Ar xvii. 11, 12.) To prove all things; is the 
Ray way to make us hold fna#? that which ts 
To ty the Spirits, whether they are of God 

8 , 


15 


— —— — — — — —— — ¹ůĩ !ꝝñ 2— . — ͥ — — 


42 Arguments for Non-communion 
is an inſtituted and effential Security againl 

the falſe Frophets (1 Jo. iv. 1.) and this Se 

curity is ot its own Nature, wholly inde P 
pendent of all human Deciſions. The · bei 
Advocates that have appear'd in Defence off” 
Wl, them have found it difficult enough to fhou 
1 their Conſiſtency with the Freedom whic| js 
1 ought to be allowed for rendering our Inqui” 
i ries into Truth impartial and unprejudiced 
but none of them that I know of, have ev 0 
pretended that the Freedom and Impartialii 
of our Inquiries can derive any Strength or AM” 
ſiſtance from that Quarter For if an hon. 
Heart can arrive at that Pitch of Virtue, . 
ro enquire as freely into the Truth of a oh 
impos'd Confeſſion, as if it were no Teſt at 2 
to him, and to treat the Impoſition of i 
as out of the Queſtion, he can do no more ail 
ought to do no leſs; that is, he ought to have ! 
Dependance at all upon the Impoſition of i 
but ſearch impartially for what God ha 


— 
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declared to be his Mind without any Rega. 
to what Men have thought fit to impol 4 
as their Teſt. And therefore tis plain thatt * 
Impoſition of an Uninſpired Confeſſion, hath l a 
more Security in it for Truth, than in ſo 1 A 


as it contains a juſt Deciſion upon 2 f 
and impartial Examination, and it wo, 
have all the ſame Force, if iz were not ich 
pos'd at all. (35) A ſincere practical Obe 
dience to the will of God, in a confcientio 
Performance of all known Duty, avoid, 
all known Sin. F any man will do the wil f Tl. 
God, (ſays our Saviour, Jo. vii. 17.) # la 1. 
Lou the Dofrine whether it be of God, 
Hereſy is a work of the Fleſh, and therefof * 
thoſe who pur away a good Conſaiense. 7 


4 


„ 
* 


* 


Confidered and Anſwered. 43 


. Sirreck of their Faith, (1 Tim. i. 15.) and 
nde! l their ſureſt Game upon ſuch as are 
bell den with Sins, and led away with divers 


Lifts, (2 Tim. iii. 6.) and the deceived after 
THEIR OWN LUSTS heap up to theme 
be. Teachers, will not endure ſound Doctrine, 
wn away their Ears from the Truth, and ſhall 
turned into Fables, (2 Tim. iv. 3, 4.) The 
Character, given by the Apoſtle Peter, of the 
ie Teachers, of whom he foretold, (2 Per. 
i. 1.) that they ſhou'd privil bring in damnable Hes 
ſes, was that thro* covetouſneſs they/hou'd with feigned 
Words make Merchandize of Souls (v. 2.) walking 
after the Fleſh, in the Luft of Uncleanneſs ; preſump- 
uns, ſpeaking Evil of the things they underſtand 
pit, counting it Pleaſure to riot in the day time 
having Eyes full of Adultery, and that cannot 
tene from Sin, and an Heart exercis d with co- 
detuns Practices (ver. 10, 12, 13, 14.) Jude calls 
them ungodly Men, and ſenſual (ver. 4, 19.) 
St, Pau gives us this Character of thoſe who 


| 

egd N 

* il not conſent to the Doctrine according to God“ 
hatt ineſ; that they are proud, knowing nothing, 
ah 1 but dot ing about Orneſtions and Strifes of Words, 


Railings, evil 


ſo (feof comet Envy, Strifes, 

2 ial Aurmiſiage, pe verſe Diſputings of Men of cor- 
wort: Minds and defiture of the Truth, ſuppoſing 
xt in t Gain is Godl-nefs, And the Head ot the 
Ob 320d Antichriſtian Apoſtacy oppoſeth and ex- 


ater himſelf above all that 1s called God or that 


Mn | | 
oidill 4 worſhipped, ſo that he as God fitteth in the Tem- 
wil WM of God hewing himſelf that he is God; (2 


Ieſ ii. 4.) and hath contriv'd his falſe Doc- 
mines lo as to gratify the Ambition and A- 
Tice of himſelf and his Clergy, and to 
12 his blind Votaries with impious 
iculgencies in ail their ſenſual Luſts, that 


G 2 they 
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44 Ai guments. for Non communion 
they may the more tamely refign to him Mi 
that Power and Wealth, which he graſps 
at, to ſupport his Tyranny, and fill his Coffers. 

I believe it will be found from Expert 
ence, that not only the grofler and more 2- 
bominable Errors that have been vented in 
the Chriſtian World, have taken their Riſe 
from (and have been abetted and propagated 
by) the vileſt of Luſts; but that, at leaſt, a 
great many Errors of an inferiour Nature 
owe their Source and Origin to the Corrup- 
tions of the Fleſh tho' leſs diſcernable ; for 
Example, meer Inattentiun, which is the Spring 
of a Thouſand Errors, proceeds generally from 
Indolence of Spirit, a lazy diſpoſition which 
can't bear the Fatigue of that jntenſe Ap- 
plication and hard Study, which are abſolute: 
ly neceſſary in many Caſes for finding ont 
the Truth; this a lazy indolent Man dreads 
as a Wearineſs to the Heſb; and therefore from 


a meer Principle of Carnal Eaſe do's not apply C 
himſelf thoroughly, as he oùght todo, to labour Who: 
all thoſe Subjects in his Thoughts, about which Wii: 


he finds himſelf inclin'd to paſs a Judgment ; Wi: 
and therefore often forms a wrong Judgment : Wl: 
Now this. immoderate Defire of carnal Ea tte 
is as truly a Luſt of the Fleſh as Intemper: We 


ance or any other inſtance of Luſt can be. WH: 
The true fear of GOD and fincere Piet) lde 
mortifies all theſe Luſts, plucks up by the root . 
all theſe grand Sources of Hereſy and Errot, WM | 
and therefore is one of the very beſt Securities à· Wii! 
gainſt the Introduction, continuance and growth er 
of Error. The D Grine according to Godlinefs is 108 
agreeable to the Genius of a Pious Mind, and C2: 
therefore finds an eaſy Entrance and good Re- 
ception there. Heart Putity makes us c Me 


pable 


Confidered and Anſrrered. 42 £ 
um Wie of ſceing God; and when the Under» 


ps MWiding is refined from the Dregs of Luſt, 


ich blinds it, it recovers its Spiritualbower 
eth Nerception of Divine Truths: good underſtanding 


> a- N all they that do his Commandments, (Eſ. cxi. 
in ) His Promiſe to thoſe that fear him, is, 
viſe WW bis Secret ſhall be with them, and that be 
ted i bew them his Covenant, (Pf. xxv. 14.) and 
a res evil men underſtand not Judgment, they 
ure get the Lord, underſtand all things (Prov. 
up- Wil. 5.) all thoſe who are Chriſt's Diſciples 
for WF: and continue in his word (i. e. are truly 
ing Ws Chriſtians) are expreſly intitled ro that 


om Wile (Jo. viii. 32.) ye all know truth, and the 
ch ny male you free. Aud he that is ſpiritual judg- 


Ap: Wi things (1 Cor. ii. 15). Now will any Man 
ute: that ſincere Piety (the beſt Security for 
out Witt) cannot ſubſiſt without Subſcribing the 
>105 tminſter Cone 70u as an excluſive Teſt of 
rom bodo! or, that Subſcription to it, gives 
pply Church any Security at all, w here there 
Pour rothing of the Fear of God or of true 
nich igion in the Heart of the Subſcriber ! 
ent; nar Piety and practical Holineſs will not 
ent lice the fame Effects in a Nor- ſubſcriber 
Ease ter do in a Subſcriber ! that they will 
per. be juſt as good Secret againſt Error 
be, Hereſy i in ore, as 1ntother ! (4% Growth 
ety Ne K. rowledgo of our Lord and Saviour 
root i Chriſt (2 Peter ii. 18.) fhou'd be the 
rot, work of every Chriſtian, and is as ef- 
es 3- N Security for Truth, as Ignorance is 
ta cauſe of Error. Mutual Converſes 
s Chriſtians whereby Knowledge is com- 
ted and encreaſed. and the diligent 
Wal of theſe W ritings of knowing and learn- 


Cy Men which Providence hath bleſt the 
able J World 


3 Arguments for Non-communion 
World with, are excellent and uſeful Means 
when rightly uſed, and great helps to diſcont 
Truth, and fubdue Error. Bur pray, whi 
Knowledge does the Impoſition of any Car 
teſſion give us? The. Confeſſion itſelt, if if 
be well fram'd, may help us to know the Scrip 
tures, juſt as any good Commentary on th 
Bible, as any other good Book in Diviniq 
may, and no otherwiſe ; and this it cannd 
fail to do, when it 7s not impoſed, at lea. 
as well as when it ic. If Subſcription can giv 
no peculiar Virtue nor Efficacy to a Mu 
Knowledge, why may not a rich Treaſure 6 
Progreſſive Sanctified Divine Knowledge in 
Non - ſubſcriber prove as good a Security again 
Error and Hereſy in him, as the ſame degra 
of Sanctified Knowledge can prove in any 0 
his Subſcribing Brethren ? (59h) Fervent Prays 
to God for Succeſs in our Endeavours for rn 
Diſcovery and Prevalency of Truth over Eh 
ror, and for the Aids of Divine Grace, Wi 
the Influence ot his Holy Spirit, ought to ont 
our daily Exerciſe, and 1s one of the belt Me. 
curities againſt Hereſy and Error. We foo! ha 
pray that God wou'd open owe Underſea" 
that we may understand the Seriptures, that 
would open our Ever that we may be hau une 
ous things out of his Law, being well aſſurehn e 
that if any Man luck Miſdom (as all of us a0 Go 
he ſhou'd ack it of God, who giveth to all N 
liberally and upbraideth not, and it ſpall le en 
him ; and that our Heavenly Father will g (1 
Holy Spirit to them that as him. Can there kn 
any better Security for Truth than the inp 
ſiſtance of that Holy Spirit, by whoſe [nl bare 

ration the Sacred Oracles the only Standal 


- 5 "FR | Ve 
of Divine Trutk were written * And 4 
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Conſidered and Auſccered. 47 
xy man ſay, that the Spirit of God is con- 


Acai to Subſcription ! or that the Holy Spi- 


ſcore: poured out on a Non-ſubſcriber won't as 
widely diſcover the Truth to him as to 

Coy other Chriſtian, and guard him againſt 

it Mfreeſy! or chat the Egectual fervent Prayer of 

Scion bteous mau will not avail except he ſubſcribe ! 
20 th: that Subſcription withour fervent Prayer will 
Vino: itn the Spirit! or, that Subſcription without 
anno e Spirit & rhe Grace of God, will ever be able 
le d keep out of the Church any Hereſy or Error 1 
n gu chattoc ver, or purge it out atter it has appears 3 
Man! and it none of theſe things can be pre- \ 
ure ended, I muſt conclude that rhis Scriptural Se- 
* 11 Wricity has no Dependance on the Impoſition of 4 
aa ontefions, receives no additional Strength from | 
legte nce, and wou'd remain inviolable, tho? there | 
0) Wfocre rone of them impos'd any where. ('61y) The | 
Pra/Wincerity of our Religious Profeſſion of the ! 
or ruth, after we have dilcovered it, is one of 1 
r greateſt Securities. No Danger ought to if 
» WMitinidate a Chriſtian, and no earthly Com- bf 
ert ought to prevail with him, to profeſs what | 
ot & : . | i 
eos not believe. The Apoſtle teacheth us il 
my that with the heart man believeth 1nto Righteouſneſs, i 
ee 13th the month Confeſſion is made unto Salvati- [1 
an 1 % (Rom x. 10.) When the Confeſſion of the | 
TT oath proceeds from the Belief of the Heart, | 
- j ad is perform'd as an A& of Homage to the 7 
| 10 vo of Truth, it entitles a Chriſtian to our 1 
* Wiour's Promiſe, (Matt. x. 32.) whoſeever ſhall bt 
: $ 1 bY me before Men, him will I confeſs 1} 
cre My. ; 2 my Father which is in Heaven. 11 
- -_ ent, no one will pretend that the 
lug A * ot human Forms of Confeſſion can 

aan the lealt influence on the fincerity of our 

4 vi Ree 
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48 Arguments for Non-communion 
Religions Profeſſion of Chriſtian Doctrines Hat 
in ſo far as a Man is induc'd to profels- 
divine Truth, from the Commandments 
Men, the ſincerity of his Profeſſion is. prop 
tionably diminiſhed ; for that ought to 
made from a conviction of Truth upon thet 
timony of GOD, and his Authority co 
manding our Religious Profeſſion of it, 
from NO OTHER ſpring or Mot 
whatſoever. Are human impoſed Confeſſid 
neceſſary to cure men of hyocriſy ? can th 
change the Heart, and make of a knave an 
neſt Man, and give a fincere Heart, tg 
rotten diſſembling Profeſſor ? if they can 
none of theſe things, and if a Chriſtian or Mi 
ter may be in all reſpects as ſincere witho 
either impoſing or fubmitting to them; the 
I ſhou'd think, the ſincerity of our Religid 
Profeſſion (a grand ſecurity againſt Hereſy 1 
Error) has no manner of Dependance up 
them, and that it becomes the ſtronger ; for 
being made without all regard to the Hum 
Power that enjoyns them; and conſequent 
. wou'd remain firm and unſhaken, tho' the e 
erciſe of that Power were wholly laid 
fide. 

III. Another ſcriptural Security for Ti! 
againſt Error, is the divine Inſtitution of a © 
pel Miniſtry, the Goſpel Method of ty! 
the Qualifications neceſſary in Miniſters, a 
4 faithful Diſcharge of Paſtoral Duties to 
Flock. Paſtors and Teachers were given 09 
Church for perfecting the Saints, for edifyins 
Body of Chrift, till we all come in the uu, 
the Faith, and of the knowledge of the ſon of — 
to a perſect Man, Eph. iv. 11, 12, 13. A 


Conſider d and Anſwered. . 49 
ath promiſed to give his Church Paffors accords 
cls ig to his own Heart, who ſhall feed them with know: 
nts Wee aud with underſtanding, (Jer. 5. 13.) Their 
provierear Lord and Maſter has ſolemnly charg'd 
to Whem to preach ſound Doctrine, to give themſelves 
the reading and Meditation and Prayer; that they 
nay be apt to teach, able to convince gainſayers, by 
detecting and refuting their Errors, and proving 
ke great Truths of the Goſpel by their pro- 
eff her and native Evidence, not corrupting the word 
n i GOD, but as of fincerity, but as of GOD, in the 
| Fehr of GOD, ſpeaking in Chriſt ; not walking in 
raftineſs nor handling the word of GOD deceitful 


can Wh, ut: by Manifeſtation of the truth, commending 


Miß fel, to every Man's Conſcience in the fight of 
vitho0D. They are to take heed to themſelves and to 
the Doctrine, and to watch for the Souls com- 
el1g10Mnitted to their care, as they that mult give 
eſy Account. Paſtoral watching, was the Re- 


e uMiedy preſcrib'd by the Apoſtle Paul to the E- 
for an Biſhops or Elders againſt the grie vous 
Hun, who after his departure were to come 
quc1 8 among them, not ſparing the flock; and againſt 
de falſe Doctrines to be taught by ſuchas were 
ariſe from among themſelves ſpeaking perverſe things, 
ray away Diſciples after them, ( cts XX. 30,31.) 
ne Church ought to Elect ſuch as have Gifts 
a Od Capacity for this work, and ſincere ex- 
mplary Piety and Charity, to make Conſcience 
rs, Al It. All theſe Gifts and Qualifications, . and 
Prticularly their Soundneſs in the Faith, may 
to q e ſufficiently known without the impoſing of 
1185 " human Confeſſion juſt as well now as they 
eee tor the ſpace of the ft three hundred 
ears, in the moſt flouriſhing times of. the 
Churches Purity. Can Orthodoxy, or ſound- 

oe neſs 


* 
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neſs in the Faith, depend upon an Impoſitid 
which cannot produce one good Argumenttt 
prove the {ſmalleſt divine Truth ? Is not the 
divine Teſtimony the only Argument to pron 
an Article of Faith > How then can the ſound 
neſs of any Man's Faith depend upon wh 
cannot prove his Faith to be ſound ? Canne 
2 good Preacher (if he preacheth found Doctrine 
prove his Doctrine to be agreeable to thi 
word of GOD, without Subſcribing any Creel 
or Confeſſion ? and if he can do ſo, what ca 
poſſibly hinder the ſame Perſon, before he | 
Ordain'd, to uſe the very ſame Arguments fret 
Scripture to prove the Soundneſs of the vet 
fame Doctrine; to the ſatisfaction of his Qt 
dainers,or to prove any other true Doctrine by th 
fair and convincing way of Goſpel Evidence 
And if any human Confeſſion, or any othe 
good Book has helped him to diſcover Goſ 
Evidence, why may not he borrow all th 
help he can get, and uſe it as skilfully an 
pertinently when thoſe Books are not impole 
as Teſts as when they are. | 

IV. Tur impartial exerciſe of Chriſtian-d: 
cipline, as a Divine Inſtitution, to whuc 
Chriſt hath annex'd a promiſe, is another Sci 
tural Security for Truth againſt Hereſy and de 
tructive Error, which 1 have ſhewn in m 
ſecond Argument in the firſt Chapter to * 
ſufficient cauſes for Chriſtians to deny Coll 
munion to thoſe who are tainted with them 
And may not this be ſufficiently done 
out any impoſed exclufive human Teſis F 
Orthodoxy ? and was it not done as effeauy 
in the primitive Church, where there Was 


fuch Impoſition, as ever it has been in £1 
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cceeding Ages of the Church? Beſides, I in- 
| upon it, that the Communion of the Faiths 
or the office of the Miniſtry, from which 


ent te 


t tigen Hereticks are to be excluded by the Rules 
proc Chriſtian-diſcipline, being matters of pure 
on Revelation 3 and the Scandal of Heterodoxy 
whal 


rig to be try'd by no other Law but the 
ww of Chriſt, how is it poſſible, that its 
curity againſt Error ſhou'd borrow the leaſt 
engt from what is purely human, ſeeing 
Il its Vertue and Efficacy lies entirely in its be- 
g a divine Ordinance? 1 
V. Tun Covenant of GOD is a moſt 
weft and ſufficient Security againſt Hereſy 
Id pernicious Errors. When GOD is giving 
lefgn'd Deſcription of the Goſpel-covenanr, 
e preſents us with an expreſs Article about 
this matter, when he ſays, (Jer. xxxii. 3391 
wil put my Law in their inward Parts, and write 
t in their hearts, and will be their GOD and they 
tal be my People, and they ſhall teach no more 
every man his Neighbour, and every Man his Bros 
ther, ſaying, Know the Lord; for they ſhall all know 
m from the leaſt of them to the greates? of them. 
Therefore the "believing Corinthians who were 

bought into this Covenant, were manifeſtly de- 
- Sctlþ tared to be the Epistle of Chriſt, writt?n not with 
we, but with the ſpirit of the living GOD, not 
tables of ſtone, but in fleſhly tables of the Heart, 
(2 Cor. iii. 3.) The great and ſaving Truths of 


"ant \ 
Ctrine 


2 the Goſpel recorded by the Inſpiration of the 
hy” Holy Ghoſt in our Bibles, are (purſuant to this 
uh ererlaſting Covenant) engraven in the hearts 
ul Ot all good Chriſtians in indelible Characters 
* by the ſame bleſſed Spirit; and that this is 

nde certain priviledge of all good Men, and 
® fu H 2 80 


rn re. | 
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-rors, St. John aſſures us (1 John ii. 20, 26, 27 
But ye have an unction from the holy one aud 
e know all things : Theſe things have I written um 


= = 
. 


ah effectual preſervative againſt damnable EA 
lr 
| 


you concerning them tht ſeduce you : But the an 
ointing which ye have received from him abideth itt 
you ; and ye need not that am man teach jou: bu 
as the ſame anointing teac heth you of all things, and 
#s truth and is no lie: And even AS I 
HATH TAUGHT YOU yeSHAL 
ABIDE in him., For this Reaſon the A 
poltle Paul aflures all Chriſtians, (2 Cor. i. 21 
22.) Now he that ſtabliſheth us with you in Chriſh 
& hath anointed us, is God; who hath alſo ſealed u 
and given the earneſt of the ſpirit" in our Hearts 
He placeth the ſtability of Chriſtians on the 
ſure foundation of their being thus anointed ® 
GOD. While the Lord Jeſs Chriſt continue 
to be the Surety and Mediator of this Cove 
nant, and as ſuch hath confirm'd it by h 
Blood, and purchas'd for all his People a 
neceſſary Bleſſings, and all the Faith and 
Grace that is neceſſary for the application 0 
em, hath taught us as the great Prophet d 
the Chriſtian-church all neceſſary Truth, 206 
as our King and Lawgiver ſubdued the Cot 
ruption and darkneſs of our Minds, (the vey 
ſpirit and malignity of Error,) and wrote 0 
dur Hearts a ſaving tranſcript of his precio 
Laws; thoſe who truſt in him, and a4 
ſtedfaſt in his Covenant may with an humbil 
Confidence pur in their claim to the FW 
ledges of his Sheep, who h hear his vor 


Ing 
I! 


lo 
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whom none ſhall be able to pluck out of ng , 
Hand. But, pray, what has this to do 04 7 
the impoſition of human excluſive Teſts of VF 
12 þ +4 WE thodoxy 
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> ErModoxy ? Muſt the divine Veracity and Faith- 
, 27) {Winels, rhe everlaſting Covenant of the GOD 
ze ani Heaven (one of the immutable things wherein 
n unt impoſſeble for GOD to lie) be ſuſpended” upon 
he are Impoſitions of weak and fallible Men, or 


eth inf&thought capable of deriving any additional 
u: buWtrength from them? GOD forbid. Muſt 
„ anWſir-ſubſcribers be declared out of GOD's Co- 
I Mcant, or left to the uncovenanted Mercy of 


AL 
ie A 
i. 214 
Chriſt 
led us 
Tearts 
the 


0D? or if they be in Covenant with GOD, 
nd have comply'd with the Terms of it, ſhall 
hey be declared to have forfeited the Priviledges 
* GOD's Covenanted People, tho' he has 
womiſed to eu us Covenant to all who fear him, 


id that he will never leave them nor forſake 
hem ? 8 


ned Al theſe Goſpel-ſecurities againſt Hereſy and 
tinueſ i arc firmly maintain'd by the Non-ſub« 
CoreWerivers ; and in my humble Opinion, the 
5y hifnptural Account I have given of em, with 
le Me remarks I've made upon each of 'em ſingly, 
1 anch fairly and fully prove their ſufficiency to 
on rer all the ends for which the great Laws 
jet ier of the Chriſtian-church hath appointed*em : 
„ 20d if they do not anſwer Ends, which Chriſt 
Co erer had in View, that ſhall not in the 


ver 
te 0 
eclol 


gelt abate my eſteem of their perfection and 
ciency ; for J am ſatisfy'd that any End 
mut the wiſdom of GOD never deſigned, 
achat any means not inſtituted by his Au- 
ortv, tho' it be uſed by Men for promot- 
n end which he approves, can never be 


voce accounted a part of the Chriſtian Re- 
of ny Yon, and therefore can never be warrant- 
0 04 y impoſed by Men, as the only and neceſſary 
of U!y j 


uns upon which any Chriſtian is to enjoy 
doxy! I ; Com- 
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Communion with the Church in the Lord' 
ſupper or in any other divine Ordinance. Bu 
I can't help thinking, that where the infallible 
Oracles of GOD, in which the Faith once « 
livered to the Saints is clearly and fully revez 
led; are impartially and diligently Search'd into 
from a ſincere Love of the Truth, and prac 
tically Obeyed in an Holy Converſation ſuc 
as becometh the Goſpel ; where by ferver 
prayer GOD is ſincerely ſought and depend 
ed upon for the diſcovery of the Truth 
where there is a fincere profeſſion made 
the Truth ſo far as we know it, and endes 
vours conſcientiouſly uſed for the growth 0 
Chriſtian Knowledge and true Grace, whe 
a Goſpel-miniſtry is choſen, that can give 
the credible Evidences of their having us'd, an 
that they are uſing ſuch pious Endeavours 2 
have been ment.oning, and that they have all i 
ceſſary Gifts ana Qualifications requiſite in the 
by the Laws of Chriſt, and particularly apts 
to teach, Abilities to convince gainſayers, Wl 
{ſoundneſs in the Faith, to be tried by ti 
Church, to whoſe ſatisfaction they ought ! 
make it appear, that they are able to prove! 
pure and uncorrupted Faith of the Golf 
by its own native and proper Evidence; wil 
ſuch a Miniftry do faithfully preach the G0 
pel and perform all the Duties of the Paſts! 
Office carefully; where Chriſtian- diſcipline 
impartially exerciſed, according to the d 
of GOD, againſt ſcandalous Immoralities # 
pernicious Errors that ſubvert the Faith 
the Goſpel; and where precious Trutis 
according to GOD's Covenant, Written. 
the Hearts of Miniſters and Chrilt, 


5 ad effectually taught em by the ſaving it- 
r nination of the Spirit of G O D: 


can't help thinking, 1 ſay, that where theſe 
ential Gaſpel- Securities do concur, that 
key are the only Securities that can be relied 
pon for the Preſervation of Divine Truth, 
id for the Prevention of Hereſies and perni- 
bus Errors ; and that they are ſufficient tor all 
tee Purpoſes, and can receive no real Strength 
r Vertne from the Impoſition of Subſcrip- 
on to the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, or any other 
yinſpired Confeſſion as the fole and excluſive 
[:* of Orthodoxy, and can perfectly ſubſiſt 
tout all ſuch Impoſitions: For if theſe Im- 
olitions were any real Security to Truth, 
ten they cou'd lay a Candidate, Miniſter, 
Ir other Chriſtian under an Obligation to be- 
re or profeſs ſome Truth which he wou'd 
0: be oblig'd to believe or to profefs, if the 
oafeſſion were not impos'd upon him as the 
de Teſt of his Orthodoxy ; for without 
ging him under ſome Obligation which he 
Res not under before, it can be no additional 
curity for the Truth: But it cannot poſſi- 
Ylay him under any ſuch Obligation ; 
A he that believes any Point of reveal'd 
ſelgion, for any other Reaſon whatſoever 


Ice 4 
revel 
| into 


Þ he believes it for any other Reaſon, fall 
bort of the Faith requir'd in the Goſpel ; and 
e that profeſſeth his Belief of any Divine 


one ſhort of a religious Obedience. If any 
n, therefore believes any Article of the Weſt- 
wi Confeſſion, or ot any other uninſpired 
: r 
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han the Teſtimony of God, do's, in ſo far 


wn tor any other Reaſon than becauſe God 
Wn commanded him to do it, do's fo far 
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Confeſſion, meerly becauſe ſuch a Confeſſith 
impoſed upon him as a Teſt, and wou'd n 
believe it if it were not impoſed, that Faith of 
has nothing in it of Divine Faithat all, it reſts wh, 
ly upon the Teſtimony and Authority of m 
and not upon the only ſolid Baſis 3 
Foundation of Divine Faith, which is f 
Teſtimony of God. And the ſame is to | 
ſaid of the Profeſſion of any one or mg 
Articles ot ſuch Confeſſions, when made mee 
ly from a Regard to the Impoſition of the 
and when ſuch a Profeſſion wou'd not be mat 
in Obedience to a Divine Command, th 
there were no Human Authority exercisd 
the Impoſition of it. What poſſible Securi 
for Truth there can be in the impoſing a Co 
feſſion, which hath not the leaſt Degree 


Authority, to command either the Faith or Pl Þ 
feſſion of any one Divine Truth, I am utter 4 
at 2 loſs to know. d 
The late Reverend, Pious and Learned . 
Owen, hath expreſs'd himſelf very clearly uf 
the Head of the Sufficiency of the ScripturſD 
Securities for Truth, in his . Preface to A 
CHRISTOLOGIA or a Declaration WB: 
the Glorious Myſtery of the Perſon of Chriſt, WC 
and Man : I ſhall tranſcribe a few remaWſe 
able Paſſages of it, deſiring the Reader mo: 
weigh the Strength of his Reaſoning, e. 
compare it with what I have ſaid. © of 
© Defence of the Truth from the beginning Min 
(ſays he) © was left in charge unto, Wyn; 
de managed by the Guides and Rulers of "Co 


ce Church in their ſeveral Capacities. And by. 
te Scripture it was that they diſcharged the 
* Duty ; confirmed with Apoſtolical T ro 
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' conſonant thereunto. This was left in charge 
* unto them by the. great Apoſtle, Act, xx. 
28, 29, 30, 31. 1. Tim. vi. 13, 14. 2 Tim. 


$ Wha ii. 1, 2, 15, 23, 24. Chap. iv. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
f mW and wherein any of them failed in this 
IS Duty, they were; reproved by Chriſt him- 


(elf, Rev. 11. 14, 15, 20. nor were private 


Believers. in their Places and Capacities, ei- 
mo ther unable for this Duty, or exempt from 
mei it, but diſcharged themſelves faithfully there- 


in, according unto Commandment given un- 


e mi to them, 1 John ii. 20, 27. Chap. iv. 1, 2, 
d, i. % 8, 9. All true Believers. in their 
is d breral Stations, by mutual Watchfulneſs, 
xecurW by preaching. or writing, according unto 
a Col their Calls and Abilities, effectually uſed 
gree MY the outward Means for the Preſervation and 
or PA Propagation of the Faith of the Church. 


And the SAME MEANS ARE 
STILL SUFFICIENT unto the 


ned me Ends, were they attended unto with 
ly up Conſcience and Diligence, the pretended 
rriptuß Defence of Truth with Arts and Arms of 
to ANOTHER Kind, hath been the 
ation BANE of Religion, and loſt the Peace f 
riſt, MCN, beyond Recovery. And it may be 
remaßgebſcrved that whilſt THIS WAY ALONE 
ler ngo the Preſervation-of the Truth was inſiſted 


16, Me and purſued ; that although innumerable 
N 1 Ucrcfies aroſe one after another, and ſome- 
iuning mes many together, yet they never made 
to, Ae great Progreſs, nor arrived unto ſack, 


oaliſtency, as to make a ſtated Oppoſition 
Mo the Truth, but the Errors themſelves 
ad their Authors were as vagrant Meteors, 
ich appeared for a little while, and vani- 


1 asd 


— — 
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* ſhed away. Afterwards it was not | 
** when other. ways and means for the Su 
preſſion ot Hereſies were judged conveniet 
and needful. ; 
* For in Proceſs of time, when the Pont 
of the Roman Empire gave Countenance at 
Protection unto the Chriſtian Religion, anoth 
way was fixt on for this End, namely, t 
* uſe of ſuch Aſſemblies of Biſhops and othe 
as they called General Councils, armed wi 
a mixed Power, partly Civil and par 
Eccleſiaſtical, with reſpe& unto the 4 
thority of the Emperors, and T HA 
* JURISDICTION in the Chu 
* which BEGAN THEN to, be firſt ral 
. This way was begun in the Co, 
of Nice, wherein altho' there was a Dei 
mination of the Doctrine concerning 
, Perſon of Chriſt then in Agitation, 4M* 
* and oppoſed, as unto his Divine Nag 
* therein according unto the Truth, yet WM 
dry Evils and Inconveniencies enſued the 
. on. For thenceforth, the Faith of Chr 
% began greatly to be reſolued into the Autbg © 
c Men, and as much, if not more, Weg 
„to be laid on what was decreed by) 
Fathers then aſſembled, than on what 
** clearly taught in the Scriptures. Bei 
s being neceſſitated, as they thought, to 
plain their Conceptions of the Divine © 
* ture of Chriſt, in Words either not ” 
* in the Scripture, or whoſe Significationy 
te that Purpoſe was not determined then 
1 * Occaſion was given unto endleſs Cont 
1 « tion about then. Then he proceeds = 
ſhow the miſerable Contentions rais d am 
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he Orthodox by this Means, about the Words 
Qus14a) and (HYPOSTASTS) among the 
feels; between the Greeks and Latins abour 
hpoſtafis, Perſona, Subitantia and Praſopen ; 
aud makes this General Remark : © on this 
* Occaſion many Conteſts aroſe even among 
# them who all pleaded their Adherence un- 
„to the Doctrine of the Council of Nice; 
then having ſhewn the Artifices of the Arians, 
and the handle they took from the Methods 
ud by the Council of Nice to deviſe, and 


pa Coin words and Terms to expreſs their Minds 
e AM" with, “ againſt the Orthodox Doctrine; 
H A Wc immediately adds, © and there were yet 
Chu further Evils that enſued hereon. For the 


curious and ſerpentine Wits of Men finding 
* themſelves by THIS MEANS fet at 
Liberty to think and diſcourſe of the Bleſ+ 
* ſed Trinity, and the Perſon of Chriſt, 


, “ without much Regard unto plain Divine 
Nag Teftimonies, in ſuch ways wherein Cunning 
yet M and Sophiſtry did much bear Sway, begun 
d tl 0 Multiply ſuch new, curious and falſe 
br © Notions about them, eſpecially about the 
Aut © Latter, as cauſed new Diſturbances, and 
Weg thoſe of large Extent and long Continuance. 
by kor their Suppreſſion, Councils were called 
hat ode on the Neck of another, whereon com- 

monly new Occaſions of Differences did 
E ariſe, and moſt of them managed with 
vine great Scandal unto the Chriſtian Religton. For 
ar men hegan much to forget the PRIMITIVE 


WAYS of ofpoſing Errors, and extinguiſhing 


Cong *refies, betaking themſelves unto their In- 
c . erelt, the Number of their Party, and Pre- 
d am Yalency with the preſent Emperors. And 


1 2 « altho? 
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* altho* it ſo fell out as in that at Conſtant: 
nople, the firſt at Epheſus, and that at Chai 
cedon, that the Truth for the Subſtance gf 
it did prevail (for in many others it hap 
pened quite otherwiſe) yet did they always 
give Occaſions unto new Diviſions, Ani: 


08 
cc 
6&6 h 
cc 
cc 
cc 


moſities, and even mutual Hatreds, among 
cc 


the principal Leaders of the Chriſtian Pec- 
ple. And grear Conteſts there were among 
ſome of them who pretended to believe the 
« {ame Truth, whether SUCH or SUCH 
a Council ſhou'd be received, that is plain- 
S ly, whether the Church ſbou'd reſolve its Faith 
into their Authority . Next he ſhews the 
nnjuſtifiable Excefles which even thoſe Aﬀem: 
blies who adhered unto the Truth run into, in the 
heat of Oppoſition to the Hereſies of othet 
men; of which he gives a very remarkable 
Inſtance in the Exceſs diſcovered by Cyril 
of Alexandria in his Oppoſition to the Neſt 
rian Herely ; and Emntyches' his running into 
an oppoſite Extreme; and remarks the watch 
ful Care of Chriſt in the Preſervation of the 
Truth, notwithſtanding of the Diſorder, ſcan: 
dalous Conteſts, and wrong Deciſions of theſe 
Councils; and concludes the Subject with this 
General Character of them all, whether Or 
thodox or Heretical, and of the new Methods 
they deviſed for ſecuring Truth: “ yea from 
© the Beginning they were ſo far from being 
* the only way of preſerving Truth, that ': 
«© was almoſt conſtantly prejudic'd by the A 
dition of their Authority unto the Conf! 
*© mation of it. Nor was there any one 0 
ge them, wherein the Myſtery of Iniquity Cid 
: not work, unto the layiog of ſome 1* 
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nt bin in the Foundation of that fatal 
a Apoltacy „ Which afterwards openly enſa- 
0! ed“ 

ap 1 humbly conceive that what is offer'd 
as the above Paflages by that great Man, 
Au- ho was reckon'd as ſtrenuous and as skiltul 
ons e Defender of the pure Orthodox Faith as 


peo ey of his Brethren in that Age, aud what 
long es been offer'd in my Anſwer to the Objecs 
then I am now conſidering, makes it abun 


CH 


untly clear, that the Impolition of Human Cre. 


lain- Mad Conteſſions as excluſive Teſts of Ort o- 
Faith Woxy is not a very valuableSecurity for Truth, and 


ther leſs che only Security, without w hich the 


ſſem· Neriptural Securities cannot be ſufficient and 
n the ieccual; and therefore, tho' the Nonſubſcrib- 
other W's Prin ißt le ſhou'd univerſally take, it w ou d 


Kable 


ty fe Dine Tenth: nor give the leaſt 
Neſton Nacouragment, or open a Door to Hereſy and 
10:0 tor. 

atcn*W A Second Anſwer to the Objection, is this; 
| the ut were it true what is alledg ged, that the 
(can Won-(ubfcribing Principle doth, by its TE N- 
theſe WEN CY and CONSEQUENCE, 
n thus er a Door to Hereſy or Ecror (the con- 
Oe whereof I have made appear in my ft 
hos WM! al yet that itfelf is no ſufficient cauſe 
from Wt denying Chriſtian Communion to thoſe who 


being it; who are fo far from ſecing that 
nat 10 nſcquence that they do deteſt and abhor 
xe Ads much as the - Subſcribers do; and who 
Confi'” Wi": nothing more at Heart than the Pre- 
ne 0 dation and Propagation of the precious Truths 
7 did ws Goſpe! in that Original Purity and 8 me? 
Rub rr, in which they were firſt publiſh'd by 


« þifb 
_ 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt and his Apoſtles. Were they making op 

poſition to the great Truths of the Chriſtian Re 

ligion, contained in the Weſtminater-cunſeſſu 

preaching or any otherways, venting Hereſieso 

pernicious Errors contrary to the ſound Doctrine, 

therein contain'd, and did they refuſe Subſcrip | 
tion, out of love and reſpect to theſe Hereſe 
and Errors, there wou'd (I confeſs) be ju 
ground for the Objection:? But this is fo fa 
trom being Fact, that the contrary is as evi 
dent to all who have any tolerable degreq 
ot good Senſe, Humanity, and Chriſtian Cha 
rity; as any one fact of that nature can be 
For in their Circular Letter dated Dec. 7th. 1726 
and directed to all their Rev'd Brethren in be 
land, they expreſly ſay, © We are repreſents 
as Enemies to our Confeſſion of Faith, anf 


* the ſacred Truths of the Goſpel therein 
** contain'd. This Charge we utterly den 
* and can't but look upon it as a ground. 
“ Aſperſion. We unanimouſly declared (at tl. 
© laſt General Synod) our adherence to .! 
** Conteffion - And ve take this Opportunity MI, © 
5 aflaring all our Rev'd Brethren, that the. 
© have not been any Opinions vented or il, 

ce ceived in our Society inconſiſtent with tl, © 
important Articles of Religion, or ſuch . 9 


have been hitherto reputed important among. 
*© the Diflenting Miniſters of this King. 
We uic our Confeſſion and Catechiſms, * 
e containing a good ſummary of the Chriſt 


e Religion, and good helps for the und * 
* ſtanding of the word of GOD, and a8 fl 155 
* we recommend them to our People. ke? 
* look upon the Marrow and Subſtane lr 


„„ . . 11 
* Chriſtianity, pointing at ſound Dock fred 
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4 n Holy Life and the Method of Salvation 
© throuzh our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be zraly 
a raught in theſe Books.” I believe all imparti- 
4 Men will go in to the Sentiments of the 
Revd Presbytery of Dublin, who in their An- 
ſwer to the above recited part of our Cit- 
cular Letter, are pleaſed to ſay to us, © We are 
„glad to find you expreſſing ſuch an high 
0 juſt Eſteem of the Meſtminſter-confeſſion, 
* as containing the Marrow and Sulſtance of Chriſti- 
K at Doctrine, &c. Which is as much as we 
3 * think ought to be (aid of any Confeffion that 
was ever drawn up by uninſpired and fal- 
idle Men, and as much as we are perſuaded 
" the Rev'd Compilers of that Confeſſion ever 
expected ſhou'd be ſaid of theirs.” The 
anſwer of the Rev'd Presbytery of Munſter is 
expreſs'd thus, “ We are pleaſed to find your 
* unanimous Declarations as to all the impo 
© tant Articles of Religion, or ſuch as are re- 
 puted ſo, and your Judgment of the Contefſion 
© of Faith and Catechiſms, and your recommens 
f dation of them. 
Tis jaſt chat there ſhou'd be a due Diſtance 
" obſerved between the very bef# Compoſures of 
1 „ #inſpired Men and the fad Oraclcs of divine 
E Truth; which as Chriſtians and Proteſtants 
we are bound to mainrain to be the only 
| Rule of Faith, and therefore the only Stan- 
* dard of Orthodoxy in Religion”. The Mi- 
te of the General 8 at Belſaft 172 I, con- 
Eing the Supreme Deity of Chriſt, expreſly 
9s, that the Non-ſubſcribers profeſs'd to bes 
ler that Doctrine in the STRONGEST 
MM ERMS, In a ſmall Pamphlet, entitled, The 
"120 kd od Lay, the Non-ſubſcribers do all ſay, 


(for 
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64 Auments for Non-communion, 

(for that Paper is publiſh'd in their Name) “ th 
* the Reformation from Popery is the Caul 
* ot GOD; ſufficiently prov'd by thoſe glorio 
divine Truths, which we rejoice to find con 
tain'd in the Confeſſions of the Reforme 
Churches, and particularly in our Meſtmi 
© ſter-Confeſſiun; WHE REIN we hay 
e a MOST-VALUABLE:TREI 
RE OF GOSPEL. 
1 leave it to the cooler and more ſober thouglity 
of ſuch as have taken an un warrantable Liber 
of traducing and miſrepreſenting, or at leak 
of ſuſpecting, us as Arians and vile Hereticks, 
as Enemies to the Sacred Truths contain'd in 
the WeſtminsFer=confeſſion, to conſider ſerioully, 
how they dare ſo boldly take upon them toi 
Judge of our Hearts, and to pronounce us ir 
fincere in our Profeſſion, which they muſt do, 
if they ſo much as ſuſpect us, after what wt 
have nid upon theſe Heads in the cleareſt audit 
ſtrongeſt Terms in which we were able to ev 


cc 


cc 


preſs our Sentiments. And for my own patt,l:, 


I give this publick Challenge to my greateſt andi: 
bittereſt Adverſaries, and to all the world be-. 
fide, to convict me by fair and undeniable EM; 
vidence either of Arianiſ or any other Here 
or pernicious doctrinal Error; and I firmly be-. 
lieve all my Rev'd Non-ſubſcribing Brethre1 WF: 
will heartily joyn in it; and I muſt acqua : 
the World, that both they and J have frequent e 
ly made this challenge in the face of ſeveral WM 1 
General Synods ; and none have as yet Pt 
tended to accept of ir, unleſs the proſecutia Bl ( 
now depending before the General Synod, . 
meerly for the Non- ſubſcribing Principle, 1 


deſerve that Name. But that proſecutors d 


nor 


Confidered and Anſwered, 65 
ot ſo much as pretend to accuſe us, of Arian- 
a or any other Hereſy whatſoever. The 
harge given in againſt us is in theſe words, 
That the Non-ſubſcribers maintain Principles 
© which open a door to let in Errors and He- 


) cc th 
> Cauſ 
7lorioh 
nd con 


Tomy relies into this Church“. The principle the 
* roſecurors, charge with opening the door to Er- 
1 or and Hereſy is this, that no Declaration of 


Fuith, Creed or Confeſſion of Faith in human words 


p I 
TH. meerly, or the words of fallible Men, is or can be 


ou . F Orthodoxy or Terms of Miniſterial Com- 
ben dien in this Church : To which the Non- 
t fei cibers anſwered, that, if the Principle laſt 
* nentioned be underſtood in this Senſe, viz. 
d 1 


l particular authorized Form in the words of 
io Mn gon d be the ſole and excluſive Tes? of 
-M (0 Orthodoxy, fo as any particular Perſon offering 
us i [3:i;/a5tory Confeſſion of his Faith in his own 
aſt do undi, 10% other than Scripture words, ſhou d not be 
at win red into the Miniſtry, in this Church, it is not 
relevant, that is to ſay, it do's not infer Cen- 
to © ſure, and therefore ought not to be the mat- 
PAT ter of an Eccleſiaſtical Proceſs. The principle, as 
| thus explained, is undoubtedly their Principle; 


d be. and, I have prov'd that it do's not deſtroy any }. . 
le real or valuable Security for truth, and there- 
lee re cannot open a door to Hereſy and Error. 
y be Tuis Account fairly proves that their repeated 


, en MW; 6 
thr Mallenges to convict them of Heterodoxy 


gall” WW remain vet unanſwer'd ; and therefore the Laws 
nent“ ob tne Golpel, and of natural eſſential Equity, give 
eve an undoubted Right to make this Demand, 

te that the Reputation of the Non-ſubſcribers for 
9 Othodoxy and Soundneſs in the Faith ſhou'd 
TA main untainted, that the Noiſe of alarming 
1 ſealouſy ſbou'd be huſut, and the ignoranceof fool iſs 
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66 Arguments for Non-communion 
Men put to filence, by that ſacred Apoſtolicf 
Canon, againſt an Elder receive not an Accuſatin, 
but before two or three Witneſſes. It our Characten 
bid a Defiance to fair and legal Proof to hurt 
em, by what Law of GOD or Man will out 
Fellow-chriſtians pretend to juſtify the meat 
and low Artifices of ill- natur'd Jeaiouſy ? If Jes 
louſy be a fin againſt GOD and our Chriltiat 
Brethren, can any pretence whatfoever juſtify; 
Man's continuance in it? Is this fit Language 
to come out of the mouth of a Chriſtian, Thu 
can t prove you to be guilty of Arianiſm, or any «tl 
Hereſy, I will, and I ought to be, jealous of you, um 
you cure my jealouſy by ſome Declaration of your 
nouncing that Error ? that is to ſay, jon muſi cr 
my Sin (which is only to be cured by mortiſying it, a 
by my own Repentance and the Exerciſe of Charity) 
your gratifying and pleaſing it, and by your encouragit 
me to commit it again, and by permitting me to ſet up d 
unrighteous Inquiſition inſtead of the wholſome Diſci 
line of Jeſus Chriſt, which gives every Chriſtiai | 
Right to be reputed Innocent of every Scandal wit 
cannot be prov'd againſt him. | 
It is evident from what has been ſaid, that ti 
Non-ſubſcribers do not fee, bur utterly abhor th 
Conſequence Charg'd on their Principle; a 
therefore, it is reaſonable to believe, that ? 
the egentia! Goſpel-ſecurities for Truth, wie 
they maintain inviolable, and uſe with anexpre 
deſign to /but the door upon all Hereſy and Edt 
ſhou'd be more Succeſsful and Effectual for ket] 
ing it out, than one principle of theirs, whic | 
can only operate by an undiſcovered and deteſte fp 
Conſequence, can be for opening a door to let * 
If fve Men uſe their united Force againſt “ 
Man, who is not ſuperior in ſtrength to 27 
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Conſidered and Anſwered. 67 


he five, in keeping a door ſbut when he attempts 
0 open it, no Man will be very apprehenſive of 
he hazard of having the door open'd in that 
aſe. But here the caſe is muchStronger. For each 
ff the five Goſpel-ſecurities for Truth, (which L 
ave mention'd) and much more the Conjunction 
f chem all, has far more Strength and Efficacy for 
Eutting the door on Hereſy, than one Non- ſubſcribing 
rinciple can poſſibly have from an unſeen and dif- 
aimed Conſequence to open the door, and introduce 
t, And therefore it can be no real Service to the 

tereſt of Religion, to raiſe ſo loud a cry of the 
anger of Hereſy, and frighten People out of their 


briltian Charity to their Paſtors and Fellow- 
briſtians. 
Object. II. The holding of Chriſtian-commu- 
lon with the Non-ſubſcribing Miniſters is, at 
aſt, atacit encouragement of them in their Error. 
Auw. Tho' the Non-ſubſcribing Principle, as 
have explain'd it, ſeems to me to be a Plain 
opel truth, which hath ſome important influ- © 
ice on the peace and unity of the Chriſtian- 
lurch, yet J confeſs that thoſe who think it 
Error, cannot with a good Conſcience encour- 
e it; but then they ought not to commit one 
1 to diſcourage another, and fall into one Error of 
ry great importance (ſuch as I have prov'd a 
uſeleſs Breach of Communion to be) for fear 
eng a tacit or conſequential Encouragement 
) another Error. The holding of Chriſtian- 
mMmun;on with our Brethren, do's not at all 
y the leaſt approbation of any Principle in 
P which appears to us to be Erroneous ; 
e the Jewiſh and Gentile Converts cou'd never 
Welawfully ſat down together at the Lord's 
F e, and no Chriſtians upon Earth cou'd law- 
communicate with one another; for they 
K 2 all 


* 


68 Arguments for Nou-communion. 
all know one another to have Errors in Jude 
ment and Practice But their communicating 
implies no more than this, that they know. 
Error held by their Brerhren, for which Chrilf 
an-communion ought to be refus'd them. Gal 
himſelt, who is of purer Eyes than to behold Int 
quity with any Approbation or Encouragemen 
do's nevertheleſs maintain a more intimate Con 
munion with poor ſinful Mortals, whoſe Ertl 


in Judgment, he knows perfectly and infallibly, che ( 
they can poſſibly do with one another; and ſeeii * 
he commands the Srang to hold Commun © 
with them who are Neal in the Fath, | T 
cou'd not ſuppoſe, that their Obedience to 
Command, was 2 finful Encouraging of i * 
Weakneſs and Error of thoſe with whom ! 
maintain'd Communion. Beſides, this Obja © 
tion ſhou'd likewiſe, if it were any thing to! h 
Purpoſe, make theſe ſcrupulous People de jo 
Communnion to all the Laity who main ” 
the Non: ſubſcribing Principle, which they | 10 
not pretend to do: For Communion with t Ke 


gives equal Encouragement to their Error, d 
do's to the Error of their Paſtors. © There 
Qualifications requiſite for the Office of 
Miniſtry, the Want whereof in any Mani: 
indeed a ſufficient Reaſon why the Cg 
ſhou'd not receive him as a Paſtor's" but n 
matter of Chriſtian Communion, the 6 **+* 
Terms are exactly the ſame for both Ming. 
and private Chriſtians; and the ſame N able 


N 


, * — 3 be 
fications which entitle the oe, do alſo en * 
the other to the Lord's Table; and what 5 


Fault will juſtify the Excluſion of the d k 
plead for the Excluſion of 5th. And 
Reaſon is plain; becauſe Miniſters, tho MF 


— 


Confider'd and Hiffteered, 1 


0 the Lord's Supper in the Capacity of 
lers, do receive it in the Capacity ot 
iſtians, and by vertue of the common. Rights 
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Fo Feſo lation is this Oueſtion, viz,” How far 
Y tha Chriſtian Pr; dence, Charity and Fus bearante, 
[Ml cnd a Regard to the Prevention of the Offence 
„ | F thoſe abs ſcruple Ciriftion ns eds on tbe 
to ſent Differences about Subſcription, are uſt 
* Reaſons for determining thoſe who, have ne Scru- 
_Y es on theſe Heads, 10 alſtain voluntarily In om 


Jbj Deren "oa Aſſemblies, whereof one part 
ton % ſuch Scruples and another hat none, or, 
ge juſtifying an Advice to that Purpoſe, - aud 

hyw ought Miniſters and Chriſtiaus to condutt 


nt 
luce il thoſe Per s 


ey! 


t te | 
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J g . 
e T has been the laudable and un- 
FE 5.6 . J 
9.45-=9:4 interrupredPractice. of the Presby- 
wo I GW terians in Uſter, ſince their firſt 
ee Settlement in 1 elund above one 
Hundred Years. ago, until the. late 


unhappy Differences tell in among them about 
dubſcription, for Miniſters and private Mem- 
bers of adjacent Congregations, as God gave 
them Opportunity, to joyn with one, another 
in Chriſtian Communiom in the Lord's Supper, 

by which their mutual Brotherly Lore and 
10%, aud all the Jatereſts of vital Religion 
have 


firſt Chapter) of Stephen, Victor and Novatin 
of the Controverſy about Subſcription and d 


'Communion, or adviſe one another to do it, 


mongſt us about Subſcription, will juſtify 7 * 


70 The Miſchief of 
have been happily promoted and advanced! 
their common Edincation. EE. 

The Example ot the Apoſties, who con 
municated in all the Churches where the 
came, is of ſufficient. Authority to recommey 
it ; the Nature of the thing itſelf, the Deſg 
of the Lora's Supper (which is to repreſents 
Chriſt's Diſciples as being one Bread and u 
Body.] do's evidently plead in its Defence 
And no Cuſtom was more univerſally-obſerve 
in the primitive Church nor had better E 
fects on their Unity, Peace and Concord; and 
where, it was uiterrupt<d or diſuſed at anj 
time, ics Diſuſe was either the pernicious E 
fe& or the crimine! Cauſe of ſome deplorabl 
Schiſm, as in the Caſes (I mentioned, in the 


beſides many others. It muſt therefore bt 
thought worthy of the Enquiry and (crious 
Conſideration of the good People on both Sides 


their Paſtors, how far the Subſcribing and Non 
ſubſcribing Miniſters, and their Hearers, who 
have no Scruples ſhou'd voluntarily abſtain from 


tho? weakly, ſcruple it, and thetyefore abſan 
from an Opinion of its unlawfulneſs: Or, in 
a word, what Anſwer ought to be given t0 
the Queſtion, as it's clearly and fully ſtated in 
the Title of this Chapter. My own Opinion 
(which I know to be likewiſe the Opinion of 
all my Rev'd Non-ſubſcribing Brethren, and 
believe it to be the Opinion of all our Heat- 
ers,) is, that no Difference that has happened a 


from a Regard to thoſe hd weer at 


| Voluntary Non- cmmunion. 71 
ed} ing aſide that laudable PraRice, that hag 
long obtain'd amongſt us and our pious Fas 
ers, of mutual Chrittian Communion in and 
ih one another's Congregations ; and chat 
briſtian Prudence, Charity and Sorbearaiice, 
d a Regard to the Earfication, and Care to 
event the Stumbling and Offence of thoſe, who 
hour under ſuch dangerous Miſtakes and Scrus 
es, 2re all ſtrong Arguments againſt the In- 
ruption of that commendable Seriptural Prac- 
te; and if I prove this, 1 ſhall at once con- 
Im my own Sentiments, and anſwer the only 
reuments 1 live heard offered as yet on the 
ther Side of the Queſtion. All theſe Argu- 
Nets have been pleaded in Defence of the 
eters of Mr. Maſtertown's Seſſion to Mr. 
alda) and me, by ſuch as confider theſe Let- 
rs only as adviſing our not Communicating 
ith their Congregation at that time; and the 
eters themſelves infiſt on theſe very Topicks. 
It becauſe the very ſame Conſtderations may 
as plauſibly pretended, for another Branch 
| voluntary Non-communion, even where 
tte are no Scruples againſt the Lawfulneſs 
it, my Arguments will be deciſive of that, 
Id of all ſuch Caſes : For theſe of Mr. M--x's 
igregation, who have adviſed us to abſtaln 


r, in 

1 tollen Communion, in their Aſſembly, out af 
ed in | Regard to the Edification of thoſe who 
nion it unlawful to communicate with us, 
n ol for Fear of giving them Offence, may, for 
ande ſame Reaſons ; decline Communion with 
leat- n our o Aſſemblies, as well as adviſe us to 
bin from it in ebeirs ; it is pretty hard to 


Wine, what other Reaſons cou'd prevail both 
MW" their Miniſter and with the Generality of 
ö them- 


54 h Mi chief of 


themſelves, to abſtain conſtantly. from Cy 


mumon in our Congregations, ſince their fi 
Separation from us, when they might hg 
joyn'd with far greater Conveniency to thg 
ſelves, than in rhe Congregations of Subleg 
ing Miniſters at ſome Miles diſtance from the 
where he and divers of them have frequent 
dommunicated ſince our Divitions began. 
Let us firſt of all enquire into the true ſen 
taral Senſe of giving Offeace and ſtumbling 
Brethren ; which indeed is a very great E 
and is directly contrary to Edification and 


AraR&ive of Charity. Our Blefled Lord expou 
ing che Parable of the Sower-tells his Diſcipl 


that he that received the Seed into ſtony N 
when Tribulation or Perſecution” ariſeth berg 
bf the Mord, by and by he ic offended, (Mu 
X111, 20, 21.) he torſakes Truth to avoid B 
ſecution, and in the fame Senſe he ſays, ( 
xi. 6.) Bleſſed is he whoſoever ſhall not be aſſeꝶ 
in me And he foretold, (Matth. xxvi. | 
that his Diſciples ſhon'd be offended, Berau 
him, in that Night wherein he was Betra) 
The Reaſon given by our Blefled Lord, 
the right Eye that offends, ſhou'd be pluc 
ont, and the right Hand that offends, 0 
be cut off, is becauſe it is "profitable for #8 1 
one of our Members ſhou'd periſh, and ub 

o whole Body ſhou'd be caſt: into Hell, (M 
v. 29, 30 in which Words he directs ug 
part with all known Sin,” were it ever ſo 


to us, even as a right Eye or 


0 Hand 
cauſe it is Ruinous to our Sof and - 
"Senſe offends us. Whatſoever theretore '& 


'of its own Nature lead and incline our Bret! 


to forſake the Chriſtian Faith, or to practiſe 
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ing which is ruinous ta our Souls muſt be 
ſly accounted a ſtumbling Block laid in their 
zy by thoſe who lead them to it : Thus all 
committed by us are offenſive to others.to 
tom they ate known, becauſe they are of an in 
tous Nature, ſer a bad Example, and tempt 
t Neighbours to an Imitation; but Eſpecially 
hen we direckly ſolicit and adviſe Men to r 


the 
Act 
the 
uent 


Wi the ſame exceſs Riot with us. 
ei Bur there are Actions, which being lndifferent 
der Commanded nor Forbidden in the word 
Is GOD) canner, of their own Nature, lead Men 
| 


to Sin; yet becauſe they appear ſinful to ſome, 


Boa oduce the ſame ruinous Conſequences. and 
cin ul Effects on them, or have a tendency to 
' "9 it, chro' their Weakneſs, as if they were 
eee finful in themſelves; And thetefore, in 
| 1 ele Circumſtances ought to be forborn, becauſe 
)1C 


ey were judged, by the Apoſtle to be ſtumbling- 


, and an offence given to our Brethren. 
off is was the Rule he gave the Gentile 
„ rittians, for the management of their Chriſtian» 
c1/Wcrty, in the matters of Meats and, Drinks; 
erte making no Diſtinction in them ſcem'd 
„bie weak Jewiſh Chriſtians to be a ,. vio 
buen of the Law of GOD, and tuen 
wehen to follow that Example with a doubt- 
kc Wt Conſcience, and ro incur that great dan- 
j 


t threatned by the Apoſtle. He that Doubt- 


{ Ma bs Damn d, if he Eat, becauſe he eateth not of Faith; 
* ?  whatfoever is not of Faith is Sin; or, to 

ad We their Brethren uncharitably, which. is 2 
" er dangerous Sin, and muſt weaken the Grace 


600 in Men's Hearts, and praduce very 
Effects, even tho? it ſhou'd not iſſue in à t- 


WW bvoliacy from Chriſtianity, For the pre- 
4 I. Velts 


„ d. Mb 
| vention of all which Evils, the Apoſile | 


not kim with thy meat for whom Chriſt died. 
meat deftroy not the work of GOD. Al things ind 
are pure; but it is evil for that Man who eateth u 
"offence. It is good neither to eat fleſh nor to drink u 


* 1 
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them theſe Directions. Let us not therefore ju 
ane another auy more, but judge rather that no I 
Nut a ſtumbliug-block, or an occaſion to Jal in| 


fended, or is mads weak, (Rom. xiv. 13, 15, 205 8ʃ 


"thoſe who did not do it out of any regard.to | 


= 


Brothers way. But if thy Brother be grieved wi 
r Meat, not walkeſt thou not Charitably ; defi 


ror any thing whereby thy Brother ſtumbleth, of i 


The ſame Apoſtle earneſtly difluadeth from eati 
things ſacrificed to Idols, not as if bare rating 


ol were in itſelf Sinful,” but becauſe. of the 


uſe which weak Chriſtians wou'd, make. of tl * 
Liberty, and the Miſconſtruction they were Med 
dy to put upon it, as if it gave them encouraghl c 
ment to practice Idolatry; and therefore he ral 4 
ſons thus againſt it; but take heed le by offi" 
means this Liberty of yours become a ſtumb lig an. 
to them that are weak For if any Man 4 det 
which haſt knowledge, fit at meat in the Idols Tem * 
Pall not the Conſcience of him that is weak be ing '® 
ned to eat thoſe things which ave offered to Iduls: A de 
through thy knowledge ſhall the weak Brother perib WG 
whom Chr ſt died! but when ye fin ſo againſt the B Y 
thren. and wound their weak Conſcience, ye fin ag © 
Chriſti. Werefore if meat make my Brother #0 H 
fend, I will eat no fleſh while the World fei, * 
leſt I make my. Brother to offend. (1 Cor. vill. 9 C 
130 It is evident to any one who conſiders * B 
ſcriptural Account of Offence, that Offence m 8 
be given, whete it is not talen; as where © b 
does nor fall intò the, Sin, to which the "4 - 
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2. 


all in 
ed wi 


e in Which Senſe Chriſt himſelf was a ſlonp 
l bling and a rock of Offence to them which | 
ie ar the word; unto the Fews a ſtumbling-block, _ 
2th wil: to the Greeks foolihneſs : So is precious Truth * 


»k wild neceſſary Duty an Offence to ſome ; but no 
or 15 
207 21 
1 eati 
ting 
tot 


the b vords, to do evil that good may comę of it. i 
of UH Becauſe the ſcriptural Idea of Edification is di- 
re H rectiy oppoſed to that of giving offence, and they 
ur do mutually illuſtrate one anorner, I will ins | 


thence is called an Edifice; and in this Senſe 
the Original Words (o:kodome & oikodomes) tens 
dered jn other places by our Tranſlators, "Edifs * 
i and to Edify , are uſed Lake iv. 29. and 
Wit. 28. John ii. 20. AFs vii. 47. But becauſe 
the Church is a ſpiritual Edifice and called the 


and Ediſcation are frequently appli d to the 
Church under the image of an Houſe or great 
bailding compoſed of true Believers as ſo many 
Stones or parts of it. Te alſo as lively ones are 
bult up (oikadomeiftbe) a. ſpiritual Houſe (1. Peter 
il. 5.) Chriſt being the maſter Builder or prime 
ArchiteR, ſays, upon this rock will Thaild (oikodo⸗ 
meſo, Edify) my * ( Mat. Wi. 18.) he Edi- 
| . =p 


lock laid in his way do's lead him; in this 
ale Chriſt ſays to Peter, thou art an offence to me. 
1d, that Ottence may be talen where it is not | 


viuan ought to omit neceſſary Duty or den 
Truth, to prevent ſuch groundleſs Offences; 
or that wou'd be a giving of Offence, to prevent 
mother Mans taking it, to commit a fin qurielves, 
o prevent Sin in others, or, to uſe the Apoliles 


quire into it; before I apply either of the two 
to the point in Debate. The Terms, edifying, 
and Edification, do fignify, in their literal * 
denſe, the building of an Honſe, which from. 


Houſe of GOD, therefore the Terms Edifying, + 


des 


— 
. 2 
—— mand . 
— . + 
— 
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96. The Miſchief of 
fies and builds his Church by giving them Lays, 
to be a perfect & infallibleRule of their Faith & 
Obedience ;-by giving them his Holy Spirit, 
» The anointing that teacheth them the great and eſ- 

ſential Truths and Precepts of Chriſtianity, that 
maketh them ſincere Chriſtians, that unites 
them by ſaving Faith to Chriſt the Foundation 
and Chief - Cornerſtone, that cements them to- 
gether by Charity the bond of perfectneſi, that er- 
creaſeth their. Faith, and Love, Knowledge and 
Joy, and every Chriſtian Virtue and Grace in 
them, and ſtrengthens, beautifies and adorns the 

whole Building; by giving them Paſtors and 
Teachers, whom he charges to inſtruct them in 
true Religion, and to diſpenſe faithfully the Word 
and Sacraments and all other inſtituted Meansof 
their Edifieation; and by commanding and aſſilt- 
-ing each Member to Edify itſelf, and all of 
them to Edify one another by the exerciſe of 
thoſe * Graces he implants in them all, and the 
performance of the Duties in which they enjoy 
the Communion of Saints. By the Bleſſing of 
GOD on the Conſciencious uſe of thoſe Means, 
and the concurring influences of the Holy Spitit; 
the whole Body fitly joined together, and conpatied 
by that which every joynt ſupplieth, according to the Wk: 


* 


| efectual working il the. Meaſure "07 ever) 
part, maleth increaſe of the Body, unto the WM: 
edifying”. of itſelf in Love. (Epheſ. iv. 16) Wh 
Nothing can edify the Church or avy Member 
of it but what promotes their or his Spiritual | 
Good, and nothing can promote thar but what 
tends to make them wiſe and good. Every 
Man is commanded by St. Paul, (Rem. xv. 2.) 
o pleaſe his Neighbour © 55 his Good to Edifcatiou. 
| I Ce are different Duties and Atizioments 
ts aw es 0 


* 
* * 


, 


a» - „ * ” 
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de Chriſtian Life, and "ris for the Good of 
kriltians to practice every Duty and to have 
ey Gift and Grace encreaſed in them; 
refore Edification is applyed ſometimes to 


ih what tends to promote our Spiritual 
clare in General, and ſometimes to what 
u anes us to ſome particular Duty, or increaſeth 
re particular Gifts. Paſtors and Teachers 
„ee given by Chriſt to the Church for tbe 
d dining of the Body of Chris, (Epbel. Iv. 12.) 
n We. for promoting their Spiritual Welfare in 
he Reſpects and in its full Extent, Sometimes, 
nd an the publick Teaching is ſpoken of in 
n Wiipture, under the Name of Edification as it 
rd emos the Growth of Chriſtian Knowledge, 
of d ſo it's uſed, (1 Cor. xiv. 3, 4, 5, 12, 17.) = 
ilt Where it's adduced as an Argument againſt 


phecying in a Language unknown to the 
wience, which, becauſe it cou'd not convey 


the Knowledge to them, cou'd not edify them, 
JOY. etimes, it is applied to the ſtrengthening 
Of Ie Faith of Believers, as in Jude 20. 
wry je beloved, building up (or, edifying) your» 


in your moſt Holy Faith 3 and ſometimes, 
their being improv'd in the Grace of Love, 
hen the whole Body is ſaid to edify itſelf in 
And Charity edificth, (1 Cor” viii. 1.) 
Apoſtle dehorts Chriſtians from all corrupt 
nication out of their Mouth, and directs 
mutual Converies that are good for the 
Edi ing, that is, (as he explains it Epheſ. 
) that may mintſter Grace unto the Hear 


may inferr from this Account, that what» 
ICS to make Men real Chriſtians, or to 
em better Chriſtians, by ſubduing their 


"3-2 
ia 1 4 } 
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JT "The" Miſchefof f 
Sins, and promoting taeir Knowledge, Chriſtiat 


Virtue, Grace and ſincere Peity, and their ſpit 
tual Welfare, is good tor the uſe of Edifying 
And it we compare EDIFICA TION at 
OFFENCE, we will find them directly cots 
trary to one another; for whatever edifics cant 
give Offence, and whatever gives Offence ca 
edify ;* the one leads to Sin and DefrudtionM' 
co ther, to our Chriſtian Duty and Salvatioꝭ WM! 
the one is to be carefully avoided, and the otle 
to be earneſtly purſued. — 

To apply all this to the Point in Debate, 
will attempt to prove, that thoſe who have! 
Scruples againſt receiving Non-ſubſcribers in! 
Chriſtian Communion, and yet adviſe them . 
lancarily to abſtain from it, out of a_ Rege 
to the Edifcation of thoſe who have Scrup! 
and for preventing their Offence, do GIV 
OFFENCE and MAR EDIFIQ| 


Ut 
un 
mo 


TION, by that very Advice ; and 0" 
therefore the Foundation of the Advice is b. 
unanſwerable Argument againſt the Advice WW 
felt. The Advice, as founded upon the Real po t 
given by the Adviſers, gives a maniteſt 0 
couragment to divers dangerous Sins, ver i * 
trimental to the Intereſt of ſeriousReligion, © Pal 
rity and Peace ; and therefore inſtead' of Þ * 
moting, muſt mar the Fdification even ot f Fi 


for whoſe Edification it is pretended to 


a ; . itj0! 
given; and can't but give Offence in the pte 5 
Scriptural Senſe of the Term. 9 le 

Ir is a very grievous Sin to deny Ci ul 


Communion to the weakeſt of Chriſt's 
ciples, when they have a firm and a 
Title to it by the Laws of the Goſpel, 25 41 
fally proved in the firſt Chapter. It refte | 


cel t 
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ou the Wiſdom, Holineſs and Goodneſs, of 
our Blefled Lord; as if his Laws about Chrit- 
tian communion were too lax, and had too much 


55 Latitude in laying it open to ſome whom the 
e Church from 2 pious Zeal for Truth find them- 
* ſelves obliged to exclude ; as if he were not 
core ite enough to foreſee the Danger of ſuch-a 
ear caſe, and to provide a ſuitable Remedy ; nor 
-nM 00d enough to conſult, the Edification of his 


Church. Such an unjuſt Excluſion can never 
il to hutt the Intereſt of Catholick-Charity 
and Brotherly Love, becauſe it kindles Con- 
tention, and brings Diviſion in a Church to 
the very greateſt. height it can come to, and 
that wuſt cauſe Conſuſion and every evil Mork; 
it makes Chriſt's Diſciples to bite and devour 
we another, and ſo be conſumed: one of another, 
and the Vitals of practical Godlineſs are con- 
ſumed in the Flames of their unnatural and 


Th unchriſtian Diſcords. And are we not the 
1G mournful Beholders of all theſe Evils at pre- 
L's ſent abounding amongſt the People of our Per- 


ſuaſion in the North of Ireland, as the bitter 


o iS g * ” ' . 

vice fruits of thoſe Animoſities which have come 
bead their greateſt Height in thoſe who have broke 
elt Uitiftian-communion with the Nou-ſubſcribers ? 


und muſt unavoidably continue on their part, 


ee they perfiſt in that fatal Rupture they 
o have made; whereby they 278 and perſuade, 
ti der as they can, all their Fellow-chriſtiaus 
to nate cheir bad Example. Wou'd not they 


i&oice, it all our Hearers ſhou'd treat us a8 
ity have done 2 IF they be ſincere and think 
they have done well, wou'd not they defire o- 
wers to do ſo too ? And therefore they muſt 
lelire, that all our Hearers ſhould reject our 
Mi- 


ie . H , 
Miniſtry, and not content to ſtop there, « 
muſt be deny'd the common Priviledges of pill 
vate Chriſtians throughout the whole World! 
If they cou'd obtain their Deſire. Now th 
is directly to encourage the People of God 
diſobey that expreſs Precept of the Golpt 
We befeech you Brethren to know them which | 
bour among you, and are over jou in the Lind 
and admoniſh you, and to efteem them very hight 
in Love for their Work's Sake (1 Theſſ. v. t 
13.) were their Miniſters as eminent and ed 
fying Preachers, as Learned and Godly I 
vines, as painful and laborigus, and as ſoul 
In the Faith as any Paſtors Who are now! 
the viſible Church, they muſt be caſt © 
diſgraced, rendred uſeleſs, and deny*d the Lord! 
N 1 as effectually as if they were Drunk 
ards and Adulterers, or the vileſt of Heretic 
meerly for their being in their Judgment againl 
ſubſcribing the ee Confeſſion as the [0 
and excluſive Teſt of Orthodoxy ; and th 
Church, for whoſe Edification a. Goſpel M 
niſtry was appointed, be deprived of the Be 
fit of their Labours; and how deſtructive ti 
muſt be of true Goſpel Edification, and wi 
a Heap of Scandal and Offence it muſt in 
. rroduce, let the World judge by the Eft ul 
that have already followed upon theſe ding C 
five Courſes : And whether ſuch injurious Treat 
ment of their Paſtors wou'd be conſiſtent wi 
their eſteeming them wery highly in Love for ef. C 
orks Sake. ne; fl * 
TI all thoſe pernicious Evils are the nat. 
Fruits of that narrow impoſing Spirit, . d 
hath broke Communion with the Non-ſubſcr W 
ers; which hath given grievous ar 1 


- 4 Viluntury Nach IE, 84 
ey obſtructed Edification ; then all thoſe 
Von do encourage that impoſing Spirit do lead 

en into the Sin of, Impoſition, and into all 
e Sins w hich it naturally and neceſſarily pro- 
ceth ; and therefore muſt be chargeable with 


che Sin of giving Offence; and deſtroying Edifica- 
Lu; now, that ſuch as have no Scruples 
ent Communion With the Non-ſublcribers, 
v. a yer abſtain from Communion with them, 


radviſc others to do it, or adviſe the Non- ſub- 
ibers to abſtain in the caſe ſtated in the Title 
f this Chapter, are guilty of encouraging that 
mpoſing Spirit, I prove. from theſe THREE 
inn „ 
FixsT, All the-Perſons who fall into theſe 


Lord 

dun leaſures of a voluntary Non-communion, up- 
eric" the Motives of Ediſration, and for ævoiding 
gain Offence, do furniſh and ſupply. the Breakers 
ie (IP! Communion with thoſe Reaſons which ac- 


ording to their avowed Principles muſt con- 
Im them in their dangerous Error, and 
tengthen their Demands of having it eſtabliſh- 
aby an Excommunicating Canon of the. Church. 
he avowed Principle, upon which all Impoſiti- 
Is are founded, as it is ſet off in its moſt po- 
ular Airs, ſeems to me to be this: © that the 
Church not only may, but ought to forbid & diſ- 
Charge every thing that gives Offence and 
that mars Edification ; . becauſe, tho* every 
Chriſtian ſhou'd voluntarily abſtain from ſuch 
things whether the Church make-any Law 
- out them or no, yet the Church for the 
8 better ſecuring the Obſervanee of theſe 
weighty Matters ſhou'd ena& them into a 
did Canon, for the publick Good ”. Up- 
W this Principle, —_ the Conceſſion a 

tne 


d De Miſchief of ' © 
the voluntary Non-communicants and Adviſer! 
the impoſing Spirit can't fail of gathering 
Strength, by ſuggeſting this Argument to thok 
who have broke, or may be incl inable to break, 
Chriſtian- communion with the Non: ſubſcrib 
ers. Here are Perſons, who upon a trut 
'* Regard to our Edification, and to prevent 
* matter of Stumbling and Offence, have ad: 
* vited the Non- ſubſcribers not 10 communicat 
in our Congregation, and who for the ſant 
Reaſons do not communicate in the Congre 
gations of Non - ſubſcribing Miniſters; they 
have done very well in giving that wholſum 
Advice, and in taking theſe Meaſures 
* ſurely, they can think it no Hardfhip, but 
a great Benefit to the Church, to hare 
Canon made forbidding the doing of that 
which themſelves confeſs ought not to h 


* done; and for the very ſame Reaſons to 
F; for which they do it not, and for whit 10 


they adviſe others not to do it ! ani 
they can't pretend that this wou'd If 
< any injuſt Reſtraint of their Chriſtia 
Liberty; for Chriſtian Liberty itſelf 
é put under the ſame Reſtraint by the Las 
© of the Goſpel, which forbids the ule 0 
* jt where it gives Offence and does 1 
ce edify ”*. The true Anſwer to this fall: 
cious Argument, is, that Chriſtian-liberty 
conſiſts in the uſing or not nſing thing 
indifferent, without any Reſtraint from Hu 
man Deciſions making them neceflary ; 4 
and that no Church whatſoever hath 4 
Power of commanding or forbidding them 
under the Penalty of Non-communion; fol 
that were to add to Chriſt's inſtituted . 


* 
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x! Terms, which no Pretence whatſoever 
an juſtify. ; that things which give. Offence, 
nd are under that Notion forbidden in 
eripture, muſt either be ſinſul Actions, which 
become Scandels as far as they are known, 
jr things indifferent, uſed uncharitably while 
hey lead others into Sin and Deſtruction; 
ur partaking of the Lord's Supper in a 
perſon that is intitled to it by the Laws 
H Chriſt, when a proper Opportunity is 
zren for it, is ſo far from being a Sin, 
r a thing indifferent and matter of Liberty, 
hat it is a plain Duty in Obedience to 2 
Jivine Law, & therefore can zevey give Offence, 
or obſtrue# Edification, and is not among 
boſe things which the Apoſtle epjoyns Chriſ- 
ans to forbear for theſe Ends ; for what he 
you'd have them to forbear, was, their Con- 
entions, their Impoſitions of their different 
tentiments and Practices, that were conſiſtent 
meh Sincerity, and even the uſe as well as 


e {potion ot indifferent things in the caſe 
illi f Scandal. may; | | 2 

e be fo far was he from commanding them 
La d ſorlear Communion on the Score of Offence, 
fe of" be repreſents 2/eir forbearing it as a great 
_— ee; and therefore Chriſtian Forbearance, 
tale pplied by the Adviſers in this Debate, 
berty "wed in a Senſe not only forreign, bur 
hin! hin contrary, to the conſtant Scriptural 
n Hu ale of it. This, which is the only ſolid 


ver to that ſpecious Pretence, is given 
b oy the voluntary Non communicants, and 


1 


them Adviſers to it, upon the Principles ſtared 
11 the Queſtion ; for they are of Opinion 
"Go tis for Edification for Chriſtians in that 
: pel M 2 caſe 


7. The Mf of 
caſe yo abſtain from - Communion with o 
another, and good for avoiding Offence 
which is a great Miſtake founded upon 
wrong Notion of Edification and Offence ; whi 
wrong Notion is, by their Advice and Pra 
tice, riveted in the Minds of the Impoſen 
Which propagates the Impoſition, and co 
rupts the Morals of Chriſtjans; for 
makes . Chriſtians fancy that whatſoever 
dliſpleaſing to them, and contradicts their 
vorite Notions, is to be look'd upon as 
Offence given em by their Fellow cht 
ans, and that the ſuppoſed Offenders m 
for their Edification be excluded from 
Communion of the Faithful ; which m 
rent the Myſtical Body of Chriſt, mal 
Chriſtians hate one another, and raiſe d 
blind and intemperate Zeal of Men into th 
Degree of Fury and ill Nature, as to prot 
the Bane of ſincere . Religion, and the fat 
Means of almoſt extinguiſhing Chriſtian-c 
rity. The $Zumbling Block laid in the w 
of weak Chriſtians by their Brethren: vw 
did eat things offered to Idols, did operate 
the Minds of thoſe whom it offended, t 
ſame Way as this ſtumbling Block does 
the Minds of the Breakers of Chriſtian-cot 
munion amongſt us, wiz, by the Encouri 
ment they took from their Practice Wi 
did eat without any deſigned Homage 
Regard to the Idol, to eat with ſome R. 
to the Idol, or, as the Apoſtle - calls 
with Conſcience of the Idol ; and their Conſe 
being weak was  defiled ; preſuming, that tf 
Brethren's Knowledge wou'd bear them te 


Ll 


le 
at 
"I 
10 


h on 
ence 
on 
whi $ 
pu dude us by any formal Excommunicati- 
ofenW1s ; but thoſe who have actually broke 
| cfMommunion with us are of another Mind; 
for 
Non-communicants and adviſers do ugt hold 
mmunion with us in our Aſſemblies, and 
treat us to abſtain- from it in theirs ; and 


- mulfMcruples of the Impoſers, and yet think fit 
n Mor Edification to pleaſe them, and from 
mi Regard to them have conducted them- 
mal elres, (which is a greater and more expreſs 
ſe M Ilacouragment to their Impoſitions, than any 
to ti lacouragment we find was given, by the of» 
profi entre Eaters in the Church of Corinth to 


theſe they offended) are they not as fully 
and clearly chargeable with  emboldning the 


e wConſciences of their Brethren in excluding 
- wilChriſt's Servants from their - Maſter's Table, 
ate Maid in preſſing others to do it, as the offenſive 
d, Men were with what is charged on them 
des by the Apoſtle when be ſays, I am Man 
col be bee which haſt Knowledge fit at Meat in 


the Nals Temple ; ſhall not the Conſcience + of 
bim that # weak be emboldned to eat theſe 


age WF things which are offered to Idols; and through 
Reg ty Knowledge ſhall the weak Brother periſh ; for 
ls he caſe is this: Two Parties agree in not 
onſerel holding Communion with the Non-ſubſcribers : 
t ti The ane refuſerh to do it, becauſe they bold 
m ON ®to ve unlawful ; the ether doth not belieye it to 


be 


kerefore ſeeing they know the Principles and 


— act, i 8 
— — — — 
— — 
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bo in itſelf unlawful, but yer do's not commur 
cate with them, that they may pleaſe thoſe wil 1 
believe it to be unlawful; and forbear a” 
preſs others to forbear, from a fancy, th 
this Voluntary Non-communion tends 
the Edification of the breakers of Comm 
nion, whom they are loath to Offend ; aij 
yet are / offending them, that is, leading then 
into à ſinful and dangerous Miſtake, and in 
to all the finful and deſtructive Michith 
which flow from it. It is remarkable that 
the Original word our Tranſlators renda 
(emboldned) is (oikodomotheſetai) rendered ſo a 
ten Edified in other places, and this is the onh 
place in the New Teſtament in which it is taka 
a bad Senſe, becauſe here and here only i 
is applied to à particular dangerous Sin, int 
which ſome weak Chriſtians were led, by thi 
Offence given them by their more knowing 
Brethren ; by whom their Conſciences wen 
ewtboldened, i. e. confirmed and taught to At 
gue in favour of this Sin they fell inte 
built up or riveted jn their dangerous Error 
and it is a great pity, that the Meaſures d 
theſe Non-communicants when they fall ſhort 
of any one ſingle Inſtance of Edification 1 
a: good Senſe, ſhou'd embolden the Conſciem 
ces of their Brethren in Sin, and-E DI FIE 
them in the only Senſe, in which the Holy 
Scripture makes it an Offence to attemp 
| N 


Secondly, War N St, Paul went to ba 
ruſalem with Barnabas, and took Tit With 
him, he refuſed to Circumciſe Titus, #0 
Which lie gives this Reaſon, Jeeauſe of ja 
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nuns. unauares brought in, who cum in pris 
to % out our Liberty, which we haue in 
ft Jeſus, that they "might bring us into Bonds 
e, to whom we gave place by Subjection, 10 
for an hour ; that the truth of the Goſpel 
wht continue with you ; (Gal. ii. 4, 5.) in 
dich words it is evident, that ſome were 
impoſing Circumciſion and the Law of 
Les on the Gentile Chriſtians as a Term 
Communion, with them; which the 
poltle look d on as a bringing of a Free 
ople into Bondage; and therefore he who 
| other occations became all things to al 
n, and made Condeſcentions to avaid © 
Mence, when things were not inſiſted on 
Terms of Religious Communion: ; gave 
e briskeſt Oppoſition to ſuch Encroach- 
ents on the Liberties of Chriſtians, and 
de a ſtand. againſt them when impos'd, 
as not to give Subjection, wo not for an 
„, and he thought the Truth of the 
opel beſt ſecur'd, by reſiſting ſach Impo- 
W's. This fairly determines the Caſe un» 
— t Debate : For the Party who have 
x ke Communion with us bid us ſtay a- 
(ier ly from the Lord's-table in their Con- 
i eation, which is an Encroachment on 
It Liberty of acceſs to the Table of our 
mmcn-Lord 3 another Party adviſe us 
00 they have no ſcruples) to ſtay away 
d abſtain from Communion, and expreſſy 
* of regard to the Scruples of the Impos 
that they may not be offended. but E- 
Pray, wou'd not our ſtaying © away 
tnole Circumſtances voluntarily, anf 

from 


De Miſchief of 
from a regard to the Motives of 
advice, have been a contradiction to St. Pal 
Practice; this woud have been a paying 
dirett Subjettion to the impoſition, and 
practical Encouragement and ſtrengthening 
the impoſing Power. Compliance is t 
very greateſt Encouragement an impoſi 
Power can meet with, and the moſt e 
fectual way of betraying Liberty; and a 
Adviſers are leading us directly into th 
Sin, both by their Advice and Example, an 
by the Reaſons of both ; which are t 
very Reafons upon which the Impoſers four 


their exorbitant claim of Power, and fro |: 
which they pretend to ſupport it. up 

Thirdly, W fx N Paul and Barnabas wel G 
in Antioch, St. Paul gives us a remarkable Hi th: 
tory of his Reprehenſion of the Apoli an 
Peter in theſe words, (Gal. ii. 11 14.) Mae 
when Peter was come to Antioch, I withſtood M hc 
to the face; becauſe he was to be blamed, th: 
before that certain came from James, he pa 
eat with the Gentiles ; but when they were can ou; 
he withdrew, and ſeparated himſelf, fearing n 
which were of the Circumcifion. And the ui the 
Jeus difſembled likewiſe with him ; info in 
that Barnabas alſo was carried away with ta on 
Diſſimulation. Bat when I ſaw that they wo 
ed not uprightly according to the truth Fe. 
Goſpel, I ſaid unto Peter before them al, MF Te. 
thou, being a Jew, liveſt after the mane! pie 
the Gentiles, and not as do the Jeus, "os © 
compelleſt thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jeufftene 
Theſe words ſeem to be Deciſive of de 


preſent Debate For, Peter's fault was uo Mine: 
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of 4 ding Commmunion with the Gentiles as 
t. Paule after that certam” came from James, 
aying he did before; tho' he. had no Scruples 
and Nainſt ir on his own Account, and was warn d 
ning 2 Viſion from - Heaven, to call nothing 
is on or unclean ; Yet he withdrew and ſe- 
npolnWratcd himſelf. It appears that he did this 
oſt M oluntarily, and without any Church- canon 
nd o Rule binding him to it; and he might 
0 Mie defended himſelf againſt St. Paul's reproof 
le, a the very ſame Arguments, by which our 
re Meriſers defend their Advice and conduct; 
S fou might have ſaid, © Theſè are poor weak 
| fro ſews, who infilt, I confeſs, unwarrantably 


upon theſe Terms of Communion. with the 
wei Gentiles ; but it is owing to their Weakneſs 


e Hi that they infiſt upon ſuch narrow Terms ; 
A poll and 1 can't help it now,” but out of pru- 
.) I dence and Charity to their Souls, leſt L 
ood hl ſhon'd offend and ſtumble them; and mat 


their Edi fication, and deſtroy my own ca- 
pacity of Uſefulneſs to them, which I 
ought by all means to preſerve, it being 
my Province to be in a ſpecial manner 
the Apoſtle of the Circumciſion; I muſt 
in the mean time abſtain from Communi- 
on with the Gentiles, until matters come 
to a better Settlement, and the poor weak 
ſews come to more Underſtanding and 
Temper. ” IT am fatisfy'd all this cou'd 
We been ſaid by St. Peter in Defence of 
Practice, and urg'd with far greater 
rength or colour of ' Reaſon, than it can 
pleaded by our Adviſers, or by the moſt 
Minznt Miniſter amongſt us all; and the 
Text 


Text ſays that he ſeparated, fearing 4 


Henry on the place expounds thus, be y 
more ſhy of the Gentiles only to humour then 
the Circumciſion, and for Fear of giving em 
Fence. But cou'd any of theſe Pretences 
Chriſtian Prudence, Charity, Fotbearanc, 
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which were of the Circumciſion, Which 


dification, and Fear of Offence have juſtif 
his Conduct; St. Paul, certainly wou'd 1 
have found Fault with him, he wou'd 
have reprehended him ſo ſharply, nor wit 
ſtood him ſo openly : And why ſhou'd t 
ſame Pretences be ſet up now for a Prad 
exactly parallel, (as far as it's neceſlary 
ſmou'd be, to make ont my Argument,) wi 
the ſame Pretences ſet in a much {irons 
Light were not ſufficient to protect an Apo 
From a juſt and open Reproof. But the Tr 
is, tho" the Apoſtle Paul bore with the We 
neſs of . Chriſtians with as tender a Compal 
as any Man ever did, yet no Inſtance e 
be given where eyer he gave the leaſt 
couragement to the Impoſition of their m 
taken Judgments upon their Fellow Ch 
tians, no, nor to the Impoſition of lonll;.. 
certain Truths, as neceſſary Terms WI... 
Communion, where the contrary Errors. ue 
conſiſtent with ſincere Picty ; ſuch Impoſitic 

he always reliſted, and reproved thoſe v 
encourag'd them; which was St. Peter's faul 
and had ſuch an influence on the impoſi 
Spirit, as he is ſald to compel tie Cemil 
which he did no otherwiſe than by | 
own bad Example, and by his not ball 


open and frank enough in a” 
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Jews ; which, together with his Non-com- 
munion with the Gentiles, encouraged} the 
Jews to grow in their Demands and En- 
croachments on the Liberties of their Fel- 
low-chriſtians ; and therefore he and all that 
were influenced by his conduct are ſaid not 
to walk uprightly, according to the truth of the 
Goſpel; and ſuch was the influence of a bad 
Example from a Man of his Note and Fi- 
gure, that the other Jews Diſſembled like- 
wiſe with him; and Barnabas allo was car- 
ried away with their Diſſimulation. It is 
hich time then, for all Peaceable and 
Godly Diyines and knowing Chriſtians that 
are amongſt us, to imitate St. Paul in the 
noble Stand he made for Goſpet Truth and 
Liberty ; (but they ought to do it in the 
ſame manner, by fair Arguments and con- 
vincing Evidence from the Holy Scripture) ; 
and not by a cowardly Silence and unjuſt 
fear of Offending, fall into the fault of St. 
Peter ; and like him draw away others into 
the like offenſive Practices, which too many 
are diſpoſed to go into, from an undue de- 


ference to thoſe who have ſhown them the 
Way. | 
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